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The following ſermons of the great Mr BOSTON wege tran- 
ſcribed from the original manuſcripts, aud prepared for 
a former collection 
v. be fully ſatisfied of their ge: 
And indeed every one who has been the ; 
verſant in the former writings of the worthy author, w 
| ks of authenticity in this. 
collection, as will afford firomger evidence than the moſt 
poſitive aſſurances of 'the perſon, in whoſe batgds the originals ' 
are, through che fayourof the Rev. Mr Michael Bolton, the author's _ 


preſs, & AW 
publiſhed in- 


difcourſe vat preached, June 3 1736, as the on 
on perſonal and fami 
author's View of the covenant 
ew edition of that excellent 
book, with a poſtſcript, containing extracts of ſhme letters from 
gion and literature, re- 
four ſermons on Rev. Aki 22. were intended to have been 
ears ago by the 


ide in = former collection, about finteen 
* ut he conceivin 


author's ſon the late Mr Boſton of Jedburgh; 
” them on a. curſory peruſal to be imperfeft, with: held them from 
+ public view. And, as the publication of them was earneſtly de- 
ſired at that time, ſome people were pleaſed, very uncharitably, 
to impute their ſuppreſſion to a ſinĩſtrous deſign in that gen 
of which he never once dreamed. The manuſcript having been te- 
3 cnamined, was found perfect; and the ſermons naw ap 
Out the alteration or addition of one thought or {i 
the whole, and, it is — — will afford an agrecable entertainmeng 


car with- - 
t through 


all meet with a favourable reception 
the public, a great many other valuable ſermons will after- 
wards be publiſhed, which nothing but the want of due ene 
eruſal of the pub 
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1 _ Harveſt of Joy. 
8 ”E R N 0 N 


; * 
Preached at n 5 3. 1716. 


The that 4 in rea Hall reap in jey. 


Have, in a variety of diſcourſes, from Zech. xii. 
I 12. been preſſing you to the important duty of 


* 


"* 


mourning for fin, in the exerciſe of perſonal and * 


family faſting and humiliation; and, in order the 
more effectually to ſtir you ap to ſet about this too 
much neglected duty, I would now endeavour to lay 
before you the advantages attending it, from the text 
now read. 
This pſalm ſeems to have been compoſed upon the 
oecafion of the begun deliverance of the Jews from 

the the Babylonich captivityz and conſiſts of two 
Firſt, They celebrate God's goodneſs in their 


begun * 


deliverance; wherein they ſhew, (1.) The ſurpriſing- 
** 


neſs of it, ver. 1. When the Lord turned again the | 
captivity of Zion, we" were like them that dream.” 
It came in ſuch a ſudden ans anexpected manner, 


that it quite ſurpriſi {2-) 'The effect it had 
on themſelves, ver. — _— our mouth filled with 


laughter, and our y with ſinging. The Lord's 
”—__ for the ſalvation of e * 1s 


gy | * 


© ths. 


2 Spiritual Mourning iſſuing in Joy. 
real matter of joy to them. (3.) The effect it had 
on their enemies, ib. Then ſaid they among the Hea- 
then, The Lord hath done great things for them. The 
deliverances the Lord works for his people are ſome- 
times ſo God-like, and fo far above the uſual courſe 
of his ordinary diſpenſations, that they attract the at- 
tention of enemies, and- force them to acknowledge 
the hand of God therein. (4.) The joyful applica- 
tion to themſelves of that great work of God, ver. 3. 
The Lord hath done great things for us : whereof we 
are glad. The Lord has wrought a great and unlook- 
ed for deliverance for us, in reſcuing us from a tedious 
and grievous captivity; and we cannot but eſs - 
our joy in ſo wonderful an event. Secondly, They 
pray for the perfecting of their deliverance, and ex- 
reſs their confidence of the fame. Their prayer we 
= ver. 4. Turn again our captivity, O Lord, as 


= 


the fireams in the ſouth.” Here they acknowledge the 


difficulties that yet lie in the way of their full deliver- 


». ance, but at the ſame time the power of God, who 


y 


s able to effect it, notwithſtanding all difficulties and 
obſtructions, as eaſily as he can make waters flow in 


the ſouthern regions, where, by reafon of the ſcorch- 
ing heats, water 1s very rare, Judg. 1. 15. In the 
two following verſes they expreſs their confidence of 
God's good - will to bring their final deliverance to paſs. 

The words of the text are a maxim of faith, for the 
worſt of times. It is oppoſite to the dictates of ſenſe, 
which ſaith, It is ill now, therefore it will never be 
better; God is not come, therefore he will never 
come. This is the logic or reaſoning of ſenſe; and 
by this ſophiſtry the child of God is ſometimes carried 


to the very borders of blaſphemy, as in the caſe of 
Aſaph, Pſal. Ixxvii. 7. 8. Will the Lord caſt off for 


ever ? and will he be favourable no more? Is his mer- 
cy clean gone for euen doth his promiſe fail for ever- 
more? But faith corrects the miſtake, looks through 
the watery cloud, and ſees a fair ſunſhine; beholds a 


joyful morning follgwing a weeping night. | 


Spiritual Aide: fung in i. 3 
im the words we have three things. 
I. A mournful ſeed- time preſuppoſed: They that 
m in tears. Spiritual ſowing. is ſometimes taken 
for the preaching of the word, Matth. xiii. ; but that 
is too narrow a view of it, though it is comprehend- 
ed here in the general maxim. Sometimes it is ta- 


ken far doing any work whatſoever, good or bad, as 
Gal. vi. 7. Fhatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he al- 


% reap. But this is too wide. One may ſow in 


tears, and reap in tears too, as hypocrites do. But 
here it is taken for the doing of good works, and the 
exerciſe of grace, which the apoſtle calls ſowing to the 


* Spirit, Gal. vi. 8. This is the duty. As to the 


quality of it, it is ſowing in tears. This is to go 
about duties in a mournful frame, eſpecially under 
mournful providences, as the captives in Babylon did 


pour out their Prayers, and wait on the Lord, mourn» - 


in 

, 15 is a metaphor taken from a poor huſbandman, 
who has hardly as much ſeed as will both ſow the 
ground, and maintain the family. What ſhall he do 
in this ſtrait? He has ſome ſeed, and that is precious... 
Shall he keep it up for bread-corn ? then how will 
the ground be fown! If he do keep it up, he will 
have nothing in harveſt. Shall he ſow it, how ſhall _ 
the family be maintained? Here is a ſore ſtrait 3 but 
the man ventures to ſow it rather than keep it up. 
He ſows it, fince he has it; but he fows it with tears, 
fince he has little or nothing behind. So the poor 
captives while at Babylon, though ſenſe would have 
bid them ſpare their prayers for deliverance, and not 
deceive. themſelves with hope thereof, yet they both 
pray and hope. And this ſowing is followed wirh, 

2. A harveſt of joy, here promiſed. The huſband- 
man rejoices, when be reaps his corn, however hea- 
vy he was when he ſowed it. The godly Jews re- 
Joiced when they were delivered, though they mourn- 
ed when they were crying for it. The people of Gd 
who bave their mourning times, have their bitter 

A 2 times; 
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Spiritual Mourning Weng in Ty. 
times; but afterwards they reap ſweet of theſe bitter 


exerciſes, and ſuck honey out of the lion. 


3. The connection betwixt theſe 2 ſowing and 
reaping, denoting, 


(+1-) The ſameneſs of the ſubject. In other caſes it 
Holds true oftimes, that one ſowerh, and another reap- 


eth. But in godly mourning, the ſower and t 
reaper is the ſame. It is the mourner that gets the 


joy. None can go betwixt him and it. Some there 


are who have godly relations that are concerned for 
them, and perhaps they may truft to their relations 


concern about them. But miſtake it not: thou muſt 


be the mourner, if ever thou reap in joy; and if thou 
don't mourn, their tears for thee will be but as oil 


= -- caſt into the flame, that will burn thee up. 


(2.) The certainty of the accompliſhment of the 


_- promiſe : | They ſhall reap in joy. There may be little 
appearance of it for the time, but it will come. The 
day will furely break, and the OG one; 3 


is firſt, 
det the joy follows. That joy is uſually unſolid, 


the night be —— ſo dark and long... 
(3.) The order of theſe two: Mourning i 


that has not its foundation laid in mourning. It was 
ſo with Chriſt. He firſt ſuffered, and then entered 
into his glory. What ſhould thoſe pre do with 


comfort, that ſtand 1 in need of none 


The doctrine I obſerve fad the text is, 
DocT. In religion a wet ſeed-time is followed with 
a foyful harveſt. They that Jew in tears now, Hall 
renp in Joy afterwards. | 


* 


In diſcourſing from this doctrine 1 will ä 


I. To the wet ſeed- time; ſowing - in tears. 
II. To the harveſt of joy; reaping in joy. 
| III. Deduce an inference owewo- 


Fears. And here 1 ſhall ſhew, : 


4. 
a * 
5 
» 

* : - 


L. I am to WP the wer ſeed-time ; ſowing in 
1. What 


| Spiritual Mourning iſſuing in ey. 5 
1. What the anne. n 
would reap in joy. 
2. Why this Melo Gn in tours. | 
3. The ſeaſons of ſpiritual ſowing in tear. 
1 What fort of tears they are that a joyful barveſt 
follows. | 
FizsT, I ſhall ſhew what the ſeed i 1s that i is to be 
| ſown of all that would reap in joy. - 

All the world are ſowers, and they will all ph 
2 barveſt; but it will be different according to the 

ſeed ſown, Gal. vi. 8. He that foweth to his fleſb, 

all of the fleſb reap corruption: but he that ſaweth to 
the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap. life everlaſling. 
There are but two ſorts of ſced i in the world i in ſpiri- 
tual things. 

Firſt, There is ſome an comes. from hell, ant - 
that is corruption. There is plenty of it in the world, 
and unrenewed men have hearts full of it. This 
ſeed is ſown in the workings of corruption, in heart, 

lip, and life. And every ungodly man is buſy ſow- 
ing thus. In the beſt ground there is, it is hardly to 
be thought that every grain comes forward; but 
when the harveſt of eternity comes, it will be found 
that not one of the ſown grains is loft, Matth. xi. 
36. Every idle word that men ſball ſpeak, they ſhall 
give — thereof in. the day of judgement, The 
harveſt will be ſorrow, lying down in ſorrow, If. I. 11. 
| Secondly, There is ſome ſeed that comes from heaven; 
and that is very ſcarce in the world ; but what there. 
is of it, the believers have it. It is the ſeed of grace, 
1 John iu. 9. His. [God's] feed remaineth in him. 
This ſeed is ſown. in the exeroiſe of grace, in good 
thoughts, words, and works, Jam. iii. 18. The fruit. 
of righteouſneſs is ſown in peace of them that make: 
peace. Eccl. xi. 6. In the morning ſow thy ſeed. 
This is the ſowing that will have the joyful harveſt, 
Now as to this ſeed, though the ſaints have but: 
little of it while here, in compariſon of what they 

Mall have 4 in heaven, we may oblerve, that, | 
| Ws © 1. Sometimes 


* 
= 


10g09. There is a ſulneſi of 


_ after; as ſome poor 


„% Fpiritual Mourning iſſuing in Joy. 
I. Sometimes it is more plentiful; their garners | 
are full, filled with all the fulreſs of God, Eph. iii. 


8 
hearts, and then they will ſow and chear- 
And this is cpcially to be found with them 


at two ſeaſons. 
(.) When the ſeed comes home: firſt to them 
from the King's country, Immanuet's land, to fet them 
up at firſt, Sa bo Gow eb Gefd crops Young con- 
verts readily get hearts full once, full of love, ten - 
derneſs, &c. and they muſt be ſowing; it is a pain 
to them not to be ſo employed, thinking, beating 
to or of God, Jl cog ena hg | 
14. This is a pleaſant ſeed · time. 

(2.) When — have got in a crop at any time 
people have a fine time of it, 
* oy the crop off the ground. In Cant. iii. 
. the ſpouſe had been ſowing, By night, 
"7 on my bed I fought him whom my foul loaveth : 


fs 
1 fought him, but I found him not. I will riſe now, 
and go about the city in the ſtreets, and in the broad 


ways I will ſeek 1 y foul loveth : I fought 
him, but I found him not. The — that go about 
the city, found me : to whom I ſaid, Sau ye him whom 
my ſoul loveth? In ver. 4. 5. we find ſhe got in a 
crop, Ut was but a little that I paſſed from them, ſays 
me, but I found him whom my ſeul loveth : I held him, 
and would not let him go, until I had brought him in- 
to my mother's houſe, and into the chamber of her that 
. conceived me. I charge you, O ye daughters of Jeru - 
alem, by the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye 
Air not up, nor awake my love, till be pleaſe. When 
they get this crop, there is plenty in the houſe; 
there is ſeed to the ſower, and bread to the eater, 
according to the promiſe, If. Iv. 10. 11. For as the 

rain cometh down, and the ſnow from heaven, and 
"returneth not thither, but watereth. the earth, and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give feed 
80 the ſeuer, fx. bread to the eater : fo * my word 
be 


- 
> 
* - * 


-_ Spiritual Mourning iſſuing in Ny. 7 
be. that goeth forth out of my mouth: it ſball not re- 
turn unto me void, but it-ſball accompliſh that which _ 
I pleaſe, and it ſball profper in the thing whereto 7 % 
ſent it. There is ſomething for the preſent, and ſfome- 
thing for the time to come; ſomething to do good to 
themſelves, and ſomething to do good to others. 


2. Sometimes the ſeed is very ſcarce : they have 
very little of the ſeed of grace left with them, as was | 
the caſe with the ſpouſe, Cant. v. 1. 2. Their five 
talents are brought down to one, they have poor and 
empty garners, their cup is ſe far below the- 
brim, want and poverty oyertake them, and the 
things that remain are ready to die, Rev. iii. 2. And 
there are four things this may be owing to. Their 
| ſeed may be very ſearce, N POT 
- If, For that the thieves have been about their 
| houſe, and carried it away. People when they ars 
well had need to watch, elſe they may ſoon have a 
cold coal to blow at. Therefore the wiſe man advi 
Prov. iv. 23. Keep thy heart with all diligence. As 
the pirate lies at the catch for the =? that is rich 
laden, ſo does Satan for the ſoul when it is w 
with it. And he has his emiſſaries, an evil world 
and deceitful luſts, which he ſends out, that will ſoon 
rob the poor ſoul, if it be not on its guard. Alas! 
unwatchfulneſs caſt down David, Peter, and many 
others. O guard againſt it, if ye would have matters 
to continue well with you. * 
2dly, They have entertained a waſter, that has 
brought them to poverty. Some unmortified luſt, 
ſome falſe way, will quickly eat up the proviſion for 
a poor ſoul, as David did the poor man's lamb, 
2 Sam. xii. 4. Good reaſon had he then to ſay, 
1 regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear 
me, Pfal. Ixvi. 18. Delilah's lap ſoon made Same 
ſon like other men; for there, even there, his locks © 
_ were cut. | | | | 
ah, They have ſpoiled it, by not letting in the 


wind 


- 


* 
— 


thereof may | 
den, and eat his pleaſant fruits, Song iv. 16. But alas! 


Lord, by thy favour thou 
- fland flirang : thou didft ' hide thy face, and I was 
troubled. They that give over trading for more, had 


" 
p 

1 | 

1 


WP 
| 


1 
N 
| 
1 


| 


4 


— 
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wind and air to it. The ſeed of hes at beft in 


fuch a moiſt corrupt place, lying in the heart, it is ſo 
mixed, that it needs frequently the blowing of the 
wind through it. The ſpouſe was ſenſible of this, 


and therefore eries out, Awake, d north wind, and 
come, thou ſouth, blow upon my garden, that the ſpices 
flow out : let my beloved come into his gar · 


may times the Spirit is quenched. Being quench- 
ed, he is grieved; being grieved, he departs ; and 
then where are we? Nn 
4 by, They have lived over much on their ſtock, 
and have not ſown over again. Our crop in ſpiri- 
tuals is very ſmall at beſt: if we juſt live upon it for 
the time, and do not ſow it again in order to brin 
in more, what can be the end thereof but poverty — 
want? See how it fared with David, Pſal. xxx. 6. 
7. In my proſperity I ſaid, I ſball never be moved 
haſt made my mountain to 


need of a greater ſtock than ever was in any ſaint's 


hand here. When we do not occupy. with our ta- 


lents, our ſtock diminiſhes; when we are not win» 
ning, we are loſing daily. So the fitting down on 


any meaſure of grace received, will quickly bring the 


ſoul to poverty. | | 
But however ſcaree the feed of grace may be with 
a child of God, he has always ſome : Cant. v. 2. 1 


ſleep, ſays the ſpouſe, but my heart waketh. So ye 


muſt be doing, and ſowing in tears the quagtity that 


ye have, and ye ſhall reap in joy. And here we 


will take a view of the garner of the poor ſpiritual | 


' labourer, and ſee that little ſeed that is left him. 


(..) Some perhaps have little left them, but a 
ſecret diſſatisſaction with their own caſe, Cant. v. 2. 


They are ſenſible they are not right, they. cannot get 
themſelves better, but they are uneaſy and diſſatiſ- 
- ed with their condition. Go, poor ſoul, ſow this, 


4 a _ 
— - 
«4 Fg 


— 


* 
— 


| Spiritual Mourning Ming in Jey. os © 
in ſerious meditation on thy caſe thus brought to 
wrack, and ſow in tears that it is fo, call thyſelf 
fool and beaſt, that thy drouſineſs has clothed thee 
with rags. And thou ſhalt reap in joy, if thou hold 


(2+) Some perhaps have a rueful look after the 
Lord, after an abſent God, like Jonah buried quick 
under the ſenſe of his departure, Jon. ii 4. -/ am 
caft out of thy fight, ſaid he; yet I will took again te- 
ward thy holy temple. Sow this in tears, look rue- 
fully after him, and mourn. This is but a ſmall grain 
of ſeed, but it may bring forth much fruit, as the 

faints have experienced, Pal. xxxiv. 5. They koked 
unto him, and were lightened. Nay, what is more 
wonderful, the very half of it brings forth richly. 

And therefore the Bridegroom thus addrefles the 
ſpouſe, Cant. iv. 9. Thou haſt raviſbed my heart, my 
Aer, my ſpouſe; thou haſi raviſbed my heart with 
one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy neck. - 


63.) They have-perhaps waking defires after the 


Lord, like the church, II. xxvi. g. With my foul have 
 T defired thee in the night, yea, with my ſpirit within 
me will I ſeek thee early. Is there as much left thee 
as makes thy heart to ſay, O that I knew where 1 
might find him! Though you cannot get your eyes 


on him, though ye look on the right hand and on 


the left, and cannot perceive him, yet your ſouls are 
going heavenwards on wings of defire. Sow this in 
the earneſt outgoings of your ſouls after a hiding 
God, and ye ſhall reap in joy: Matth. v. 6. Bleſſed 
are they which do hunger and thirft after rightequfneſs : 
for they ſhall be filled. Sow, ſow, ſcatter theſe defires 
about the throne in heaven, and where-ever ye are 
on earth, and eſpecially there where ye have ſeen 
him heretofore. 1 | 

( 4.) They have perhaps 


Jove to the lovely Jeſus, : 


were the meaſure of it never ſo ſmall. Have ye got | 


a glimpſe of his glory, ſo that ye cannot but fay with * 


the pſalmiſt, #bom have I in heaven but thee? and i * 
9 8 ve; it 


10 Spiritus / Mourning iſuing in 705. 
#7 none upon 
25. Has he put in his hand at the hole of the door, 


and your bowels are moved towards him, though ye 


cannot. reactr his embraces as heretofore ? Bub 


2 our Lord, angry at the flights put upon him 


by: going, and they are left wounded, and in a mourn- 
ing mood, as he did to the fpouſe, Cant. v. 8. If 
that much be left, ſow it while you have it, in tears, 
becauſe you have not more; ſow it, I fay, and ye 


him, fow itin ſearching after him; and in due time 
ou will reap a joyful crop. 
: (. Some, Lacks have a faith of adherence, 
though there be little or no evidence about it, like Job, 
. he ſaid, Though he flay me, yet will 1 truſt in 
him, chap. xiii. 15. Sometimes a child of God is 
like one carried down the ftream; catching hold on 
the twig growing on the bank of the river; or 
like thoſe of Paul's company venturing. on broken 


pieces of the ſhip, that come all ſafe to land. God 
allows you to ſow this, in bodding kindneſs ona 
hiding God, and reſolutely hanging by a hair of the | 


.. promiſe ; and in due time ye ſhall reap: II. I. 10. 


and hath na light ? let him truſt in the name of the 
Lord, and flay upon his God. 

(6.) Some © bat have hope, thoug h but juſt as 
much as keeps them from deſpair, like the pſalmiſt, 
Paal. xlii. 5. Why art thou caſt dawn, O my ſoul ? and 

why art thou diſquieted in me? hope thou in God, for 
1 ball yet praiſe him for the help of  þis countenance. 


There is a fort of hope that is never tried; it is al- 


ways ſtrong. But true hope can hardly miſs ſhaking, 
T5 as the adverſary has leave to tempt. + But go 
on to ſow it, * againſt r and bottoming 


your 


earth that I defire beſides thee, Pal. Ixxiii; 


7 his own, goes by them; but darts. a ray of his 
ory, and an arrow of love into theÞ hearts, in the 


will reap in joy. He loves them that Iove him, and 
love cannot lie long concealed. Sow it in ſpeaking for 


Ibo is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth 
the voice of his ſervant, that walketh in Lhe, 
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your hope miore and more on the word. - God takes- 

* . Pleaſure in it Pfal. cxlvii. 11. And though it may 
lie long under the clod, and bein N _ 
N the heart ſick, yet in due time 

' uwlt. But they that wait upon t 52 Pall _ 
their flrength :" they ſball mount up with. wings as 
eagles, they ſhall run and not be weary, nd they foal 
walk and not faint; 

(7.) Some may be groaning under the body y.of fin, 
faying with Paul, Rom. vii. 24. © 3 that 
1 am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
death! Sin may prevail ſore againſt a gracious 
ſoul, even fo as he can do little but long to de rid of 

& -— and ſtruggle very weakly. But ſow this in tear, 
. praying againſt it, mourning and walking Toftly un- 

2 it, wreſtling as ye are able againſt it, to (vagal | 
luſt. And in due time ye ſhall reap in 

Pa did, ver. 25. J thank God, through Fefus Gris 

our Lord. | 

(8.) Some have love to piety and holineſs. Though 
|. they cannot ſay they are holy, yet they love holineſs, have 

1 a liking of their duty, Tit. ii. 14. Zealous of good 
works. Sow this in complying with every duty, 
* ſincetely at every commanded duty, the du- 
piety towards God, thoſe of love, juſtice, and 
bu us towards your neighbour ; in your thoughts, 
4 words, and actions. Be always labouring to get 
and to do good. If it were but a word ſpeaking, it 
will not * to have a bleſſed harveſt, when done 1 in 
ſincerity. 

(9.) Laſtly, hy Some may have the Spirit. of fapplics- 
tion, how ſmall ſoever the meaſure of it be. Sow 
this: it is always good to be praying, however low 

one's caſe be brought. Bleſſed be God for prayer: 
we may call it the poor man's boll; he can go to 
prayer, when he knows not what hand to turn him 
to. In this caſe imitate the example of the church, 
Mic. vii. 5. 6. 7. Truſt ye not in a friend, put ye => 
confidence in a gride: keep the doors * ty * * 


nn "Spiritual Mayrning e in Jr. ; 
her that lieth in thy bm. For the fon diſhonvureth 


the Aaughter-in- law 


but its diſſatisfaction or rueful look, are the beſt 


is not good enough for ſowing, Pfal. -cxxvi. wit. 


 knows-avt-if be will Het 


In the morning /« 


the father, the daughter tiſeth up againſt her mother, 
again/t ber mot ler- in- lau; a 
man's enemies ore the mein of bis wn hee. Therefore 
I will lh unto the Lord: I will wait for the God of 


my /alvation : my God will hear me, "The woman of 


Canaan knew not how to reply to Chriſt's anfwec; 


but ſhe continued ſowing the precious ſeed, Lord, 
help me. Jacob's thigh was put out of joint, while he 


was ſowing thus; but he went on ſowing, and 1 
ed with joy. 

But wh is this exerciſe of the Chriſtian called - 
ing of ſeed? 
1. The ſeed-corn is the beſt the poor huſbandman 


has, though perhaps it is not ſo good as were to be 
wiſhed. So the gracious actions of the ſoul, if it were 


the Chriſtian has. The believer would always beſtow 
the beſt he has on Chriſt, and will mourn becauſe it 


2. The ſeed is caſt into the ground in hope, Gough 
oftimes the -poor huſbandman ſows at a venture, 

ſo much as his ſeed again. 
This is no ſtrange thing to the ſpiritual labourer. 


What ſtruggling is there many a time, ere he can 


. win to pray, believe, hope, &c.? And when he 


comes to it, he knows not whether it will proſper or 
not. But he ventures, like the lepers that ſat at the 
gate of Samaria, and like the father of the child, 
Lord, I believe ; help thou mine unbelief : : Eccl. xi. 6 
ow thy ſeed, and in the evening with- 


bold not thine hand: for thou knoweſt not whether ſball 
proſper, either this or that, or whether they both ſball _ 


be alike good. - 


3. The ſeed ordinarily returns with increaſe. 80 
ſays the text, They /ball reap in joy. Their labour 
hall not be loſt. Iris a = ng of love, Heb. vi. 10.; 
nd it brings increaſe after its kind. There is never 
aQion good or bad, but it is ſeed for * | 

cre 


be ſo unreaſonable, as to require its being ſo in 


becauſe, 5 


” 
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There is never an ill turn that a wicked man does, 
but the Lord remembers it, and it will fpring up with 
| fruit conformable to its nature. If it were never ſuch 
a ſmall grain, but a very wrong look to the child of 
God, like that of Efau on Jacob, Obad: 12. it will 
* produce a crop. And there is never a turn that 
a godly man does, but it will return alſo, if it were 
but a word dropt for God, Mal. iii. 16. or but a tear 
from a penitent heart, Pfal. li. s. 
4. Yet the ſeed ſprings not up preſently, but lies 
under the clod as dead a while. Seed - time and har- 
veſt are not all one in nature: tis pity the ſaints ſhould 


Gal. vi. 9; The fruits of righteouſneſs do not preſent- 
ly appear, Jam. v. 7. Weeping may endure for a night ; 
it is very fair that joy comes in the morning of the 
reſurrection. Though we ſhould have neither ſun, 
moon, nor fſtar-light here, yet light is ſown for the 
gighteous, and g for the upright in heart. 
Though Heman was diſtracted from his youth up, 
ready to die, nothing like it appears in his face now. 
_ SECONDLY, I am to ſhew why this ſeed is ſown 
in tears. Well may the ſpiritual ſower ſow in tears, 


1. In his fits of folly he has ſown much wild and 
bad ſeed. Which of us hath not ſown' the tares of 
fin? that may well make us fow im tears of forrow. 
There is a ſowing to the fleſh, of which comes cor- 
ruption, or deſtruction, as well as a ſowing to the 
Spirit, of which comes life everlaſting. The former 
is the ſowing we all take firſt in hand. The ſoul ſees 
this at length, and the evil of that way, and therefore 
is ready to cry out, What have I dane? Many a time 

a child of God ſows his good ſeed in duties and ordi- 
nances, with. a trembling hand and heart both, for 
fear, leſt while he is ſowing his good ſeed, the bad | 
ſeed he ſowed before ſpring up with it and meet him 
there, and the Lord anſwer him according to his oi 
mer abominations. For he appears to himſelf like 2 
Ft | N labour- 
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labourer caſting his ſeed into that ground, where in 
a fit of diſtraction he fowed hemlock before. 108 
2. Becauſe he may ſee he has little good feed to 
ſow. Thoſe of Laodicea's temper, 'Rev. iii. 17. will 
- never ſow in tears. But they whoſe eyes are opened, 
will therefore ſow with wet eyes, while they conſider 
with the apoſtle, Rom. vii. 18. that in them dwelleth 
. no pod thing: for that to will is preſent with them, 
Dutt how to perform that which is good, they find not, 
and with the believing remnant among the Jews, If. 
xxiv. 16. are apt to cry out, My leanneſt, my leanneſs, 
wo unto me. What wonder our hearts be filled with 
 Iorrow and our faces with bluſhing, while we confi- 
der how little faith, love, holineſs, are in the unbe- 
lieving, impenitent heart? This makes the ſpiritual _ 
ſower the chief of ſinners, and the moſt unworthy in 


— 


his own eyes. $ 45 
3. Perhaps he knows not if the little ſeed he has 
| be freſh and found. He is conſcious to himſelf of 
defires after and love to Chriſt ; but it may be a que- 
ſtion to him, if theſe movings of the ſoul after the Lord 
be fincere. And hence ſowing, he ſows in tears. 
He knows there are tares hardly to be diſcerned from 
the wheat, that hypocrites may go a great length in 
religion, and one mY pretend love to Chriſt, and 
| yet be like Judas, who betrayed his Maſter; and 
F therefore is ready to ſay, Mafter, is it I? John iii. 
221. He that doth truth, cometh to the light, that his 
 - deeds maybe mademanifeſt, that they are wrought in God. 
4. The little ſeed he has is really mixed with bad, 
which all his pains to winnow cannot help. The lan- 
' guage of the ſpiritual ſowers is, Ve are all as an un- 
clean thing, and all our righteouſneſſes are as filthy 
raps, If. Ixiv. 6. There is much filth cleaves to the 
ſower, even when he has waſhed his garments. What- 
Hg ever good he does, evil is preſent with him in it. Sin 
'F Aqcleavesto his deſires, love, prayers, and all that he does. 
| 4 5. Strong winds may be blowing in the time of 
his ſowing, ſo as to make many a wrong caſt. This 
q _ Paul 


AQs v. 25. 1 F * 
3 ; Ba | - 


| Paul felt, Rom. 


| Spiritual Mourning iſſuing in Foy: 18 
vii. 21. J find a lau, ſays he, that 
when I would do gaod, evil is preſent . Where 


tan ſees one's head ſet heaven ward, he will cauſe 
is helliſh winds of temptation to blow, to drive him 


back. Wpen Joſliua-ſtands hefore the angel, the de- 


vil is at his right hand to teſiſt him, Zech. iii. 1. 
When Abram had divided the carcaſes laid before the 
Lord, he had much ado to drive away the: fowls "py 
came down on them, Gen. XV. Li. 

6. got pres may be little ſap in the 


by 1 
eat drought, which makes the huſbandman 
4 . ſad ix ah Many times it is ſo with the 


{ſpiritual ſower, If. xIv. 15. Verihy thou art a Cod that 


- bideſt, thyſelf, O God of Jirael the Saviour, The bea- - 


vens above him appear as braſs, and the earth as iron. 
The influences of the: Spirit are ith · held. His ſoul 
gapes for them, as the parched ground for the rain: 
but he finds them not'y — can makes his duties 
mournful, heavy work. - 
7. -Laſtly, Aathe refals of the. whole, he * 
in great doubts whether his ſeed will proſper or not, 
mh his duties will be accepted or not. And 
therefore he ventures in them with Faden laing, i | 
# peri) Speryſes. 2d. 50h wo BA. 
TnIIBI T, I ſhall take notice o the ſeaſons of fpi- 
ritual ſowing in tears. : 
1. When the great Huſbandman puts” any: ſpe» 


P cial opportunity of doing or getting good in your 
hand, Gal. vi. 10. 4s wer have: 
do good unt g all men, 
tie bone bel 
an opportunity of doing good in one's hand, which * 


„ let ut 
eſpecially unto them wha are of 
Faith. Sometimes providence puts 


if he miſs, he never meets with ſuch a one again. 


As Saul when he was ſent to ſlay Amalek, the op- 


reunity was miſſed; and he was rejected from bein 
ing“ Thomas, John xx. 24. 25. 26. miſſed an op- 


portunity of getting good, which the Lord recovered 


to him; A, Felix miſſed i it, and never r reden! it, 


— 
* * 


maortification obtained, 
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2. When the Spirit of God is preſſing and moving 
to a duty. Ie was David's wiſdom to comply 
with ſuch a motion, Pſal. xxvii. 8. When thou faidſt, 
Seel ye my face my beart ſaid unto thee, Thy face, 
Lord, will I ſeek. Sometimes the voice behind us 
ſays, This is the way; conſcience within ſays, This 
is the time. It is dangerous to miſs this, leſt that 
come which is threatened, Prov. i. 24. 25. 26. Be- 
cauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, I have firetched 
out. my hand, and ue man regarded ; but ye have ſet 
at 'nought all my counſel, and would: none of my re- 
pre I alſo will laugh at your calamity, J will _ 
when your fear cometh. ; 
3. When your hearts are in beſt caſe, by virtue of 
the Spirit's influences, as was the ſpouſe's caſe, Cant. 
v. 1. When the Lord is as Yew to the ſoul, a man 
ſhould cateh the ſeaſon. It is good ſtriking the iron 
while it is hot; leſt if it cool, ye ſtrike in vain. He 
that does not put to ſea when wind and ow ſerve, 
may be left behind in the voyage. 1 
4. When ye have got ſome victory over np i 
tions. It is eaſier to hold them down, when my are 
down, than to give them the fall when they are up. 
The falling ſecure on the back of ſome degree of 
gives tlie wounded luſt time 
to recover ſtrength, and ſo to . one's Nen to wreck 
again, Cant. v. 2. 
5. A time of aflliction, 1 Pet. v. 6 Humble yaur> 
4 ſelves unde;' the mighty bande Gad, that he may exalt you 
in die time. Affliction is. God's furnacg for melting 
of his metal, and calls for mourning in a ſpecial 
manner, a melted frame of heart. Aud it is highly 
- offenſive. to God to be ſtupid and bardened under it, 
Job xxxvi. 13. They cry. not when he bindeth them. 
And it is not enough to mourn under the pain of it, 
bur. we; muſt inourn. under the fin procuring the Job 
XXXV. 9. 10. f 
6. 9 of * Gn and threatened wrath, 


: Eagh: ix. 4. Go through the midſt of the city, * 
L . 8 a 
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the midſt of Feruſalem, and ſet a mark upon the fore- 
heads of the men that figh, and that cry for all the abo- 
minat ions that be hit in the midſt thereof. In ſuch 
a time God ſays, "Whois on my fide? And they muſt 
ſhew it by mourning overthe diſhonour done to God, 
and the tokens of is wrath gone out againſt the 
generation: Pfal. cxix. 136. Rivers of waters run 
Sos mine eyes, ſays David; becauſe they keep nat thy 
law. 'Thus the holy men of old ſignalized rſs 0 
by mourning over the ſins of the generation wherein 
they lived; as, Lot, whoſe righteous foul was exe 
From day to day with the ufiawful deeds of the Sode- 
mites. 
7. Laſtly, The whole time of this life, is our ſow- | 
ing time for the harveſt of eternity... And fo it muſt 
de a mourning time. You know our falvation-work 
will ſerve us all our days: and How muſt it be wrought? 
The apoſtle anſwers, With fear and trembling, Phil: 
| i. 12. Nay, the very rejoicings of the. people of God 
are to be mixed with mourning, Pal. ii. 11. Rejoice 
with trembling. 
FoURTHLY; proceed to fhew what ſorts of tears 
they are which a joyful harveſt follows. 
i. They muſt flow from a broken and tender heart 
Ahab may humble himſelf when God threatens, and 
Felix ' tremble when Paul preaches of judgement 3, 
but Joſiab's heart is tender, and therefore he mourns, 
and is accepted, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 27; Godly moutn- 

3 ing is not the hanging down the head like a bulruſh,. 

| in a fit of rily z. nor 1s it like the dropping of a 

| ſtill-pot- bythe force of fire, of heavy judgements: 

| but the beams of the love of God, and holineſs : as his 

image, melt the heart into it. 

| 2. They muſt be reforming ones; 2 Cor. vii. 10. 

_ Gedly forrow worketh repentance to {alvation not to be © 
repenied . Many a man's tears are like the waters. 
of a ſtanding pool, conſiſting well with the mud and 
filth which lies at quiet there. But godly forrow is li 
that of a a ſpring, which naturally works out the, pur 

p | n * 


| 1 


* 


Fl 


- 


— 
- 


_ ofa 


— 


that is therein. For the working of true ſorrow in 


the heart, is the ſweet morſel's turning uneaſy to the 
ſtomach, which will ſurely provoke a vomiting it up. 

But mourning without reformation is odious : it 
makes. fin like the leproſy under the law, that was 
then moſt unclean when it was whiteſt. But, 


come to the next general head, to ſpeak of 


the harveſt of joy that follows on a ſpiritual ſeed-time 
of tears. And here I will ſhew, - * 
1. What that joy is that follows on ſowing in tears, 
and give the properties of it. 
2. The reaping ſeaſons. 


- 


3. Evince the truth of the point, That a harveſt of | - 


"= IL 


4 joy follows on 4 ſpiritual ſeed-time of tears. fo on 


_ _ FirsT, I am to ſhew what that joy is that follows 
on a ſpiritual ſowing in tears. oO - 
Joy is a pleaſant paſſion, ariſing from the fruition 
fired object. There is a natural joy; Eccl. ii. | 
10. I with-held not my heart from any joy, fays Solo- A}. 
mon. And there is a ſpiritual joy; Pfal. li. 12. Re- 
fore unto me the joy of thy ſalvation, ſays David. The 
latter is a joy anfing from the fruition of God in 
_ Chriſt, and of ſpiritual bleſſings. Now, in all joy, 


and fo in this, there is, 


I. A ſuitableneſs of the object to the mind of the 
party rejoicing. Where this is not, there can be no 

oy. Set what you will before a bungry ſtarving man, 

e cannot rejoice in it, if it be not meat, The ſpi- 


ritual rejoicing reaper ſees a ſuitableneſM his mind + 


in the bleſſings he reaps. He rejoices in Chriſt, par- 
don of - fin, acceſs to God, as ſuited to his mind, 
and as the objects of his defire. wat 
2. An enjoyment of the object, either actually or 
in hope. Hope brings in joy to the heart. When 
the believer ſees and hopes to enjoy, it cheers his 


—_ | heart; 1 Pet. i. 8. Whom having not ſeen, ye love; in 


hem though now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye re- 
joict with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. Much 
4 28 - . 


* 


ſdtdte fuller the enjoyment be, the greater will be the joy. 


- __ things, Pfal. iv. 7. . 
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more does actual enjoyment produce this effect; and 


3. The ſenſe of the enjoyment. This is neceſſary: 
for though a pardon bg y ſuitable to the mind of - 
a condemned man, though he have it in his 
ocket, yet if he does not know he has it, he cannot 
joy in it. Many gracious fouls cannot joy in their 
ivileges, becauſe they have not the ſenſe of them. 
N Bur when our Lord draws by the vail, and whiſpers 
in the finner's ear, I have loved thee with an everiaſt- 
ing love, and with loving-kindneſs have I drawn thee, 
this makes the ſoul rejoice. ee. 
I ſhall give the properties of this jop. 
1. It is a moſt inward joy, affecting a man in the 
innermoſt receſſes of the heart; John xvi.'22--7 will i 
fee you again, and your heart ſball rejoite, and your 
joy no man taketh from you. | Carnal men have ſome- 
times merry countenances, when there is but little 
joy at the bottom of their hearts. But ſpiritual joy 
is more than what does appear outwardly. It is not 
a light commotion of the heart, nor a ſuperficial joy, 
ſuch as hypocrites may have; but a weighty ſerious 
. diſpoſition of the ſoul, greater than what carnal men, 
or even the believer himſelf, can have in worldly 


2. It is a firm joy, which the world cannot take 
away. The crown of joy which the world ſets on 
with the one hand, it can take off with the other; * 
and miſerable are they whoſe joys and ſorrows depend 
on the World's comforts ebbing and flowing. But 
this joy the world cannot give nor take away, John 
xvi. 22. forecited. Spoiling of goods will not do it; 
for the ancient worthies took yoyfully the ſpoiling f 
their goods, Heb. x. 34. Scourging and impriſon- 
ment could not do it: for Paul and Silas, when ſo 
injuriouſly treated, ſang praiſes unto God, Acts xvi. 
23- 24. 25- Nay death itſelf cannot do it: for faid 
Paul unto the Epheſian elders, Acts xx. 24. None 
theſe things [viz. bonds, and afflictions] move me, 


- _ neither - 
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neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might 
finiſh my courſe with Joy. How triumphantly does 
Paul ft in the face of death! 2 Tim. iv. 6. 7. 8. / 
am now ready to be offered, and the time of my depar- 
ture is at hand. I have faut a good fight, I haue fi- 
niſbed my courſe, I have kept the > faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which 
- the Lord the righteous judge ſball give me at that day : 
and not to me only, but unto all them alſo that love his 
_ appearing. Nothing can take it away, but fin which. 
TT God to withdraw. 
It is heart · ſatisfying joy. He that has ſpiritual 
y * enough, though he be hemmed in on every 
be with wants. It ſweetens the bittereſt piece that 
can be in one's lot; Hab. iii. 17, 18. Although the 
| fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neithc = hun fruit be in the 
vines, the labour of the olive ſball fail, and the fields 
ſhall yield no meat, the flock Hall be cut of from the 
fold, and there ſhall be na herd in the ſtalls : yet I will. = 
- rejoice in the Lord, 1 wili joy in the God of my ſalva- 
tion. When all other wells run dry, the joytul reap- 
er will ſay with old Jacob, It is enough, Foſeph 1 
veth; and with David, The Lord booth, "and bleſſed be 
my rock ; and let the God of my Jalvation be exalted, 
Pal. xviii. 46. N 
4. It is ſtrengthening joy. A merry heart e good” 
le a medicine, ſays Solomon. Spiritual joy is both: 
"food and phyſic to the ſoul, Neh. viii. 10. The joy of 
the Lord is their firength. A word from the Lord 
whiſpered into the foul, and felt commygion with. 
God, proves life from the dead to a drooping ſoul, is 
enough to make a ſick man whole, and the lame man- 
to leap as an hart. Mary comes drooping to the ſe- 
pulchre, but a fight of her Lord revives her. > 
F. It is a heart- -elevating joy, lifting the ſoul hea» 
venward, and carrying a man out of himfelf. A joy- 
ful ſoul is like the young bird whoſe wings are grown, 
hat flies preſently after the dam. The Holy Spirit. 


» bh 
N. - Ke 


15 active in a ſpiritually-joyful ſpirit, fo that it can- 
not 
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not but riſe high. Holy joy comes down from God 
to the ſoul, and carries 7 ſoul back to God again; 
Pſal. cxvi. 7. Return unt thy reft, O my ſoul, for the 
Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. It makes one 
ſing a high note in the gale of free grace, Pal. Ixiii. 
3. Becauſe thy loving - Auneſi is better than life : my 
lips ſball praiſe Fg 

6. Lafily, It carries the ſoul chore: the world. No- | 
thing more mortifies a man to the world than ſpixitual 
b joy; Gal. vi- 14. Cod forbid that I ſbould glory, ſave 

in the creſs of aur Lord Feſus Chrift, by Shop the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. Cant. i. 
4. We will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will remem- 
ber thy loud mere than wine, It liſts the ſoul, and 
ſets it as among the ſtars; ſo that looking down to 
the earth, it muſt needs appear a very ſmall thing. 
It would help a man to deſpiſe creature-joy. = 

' SECONDLY, I come to ſhew you the reaping ſea - 
| ſons. | 
1. When the return. of prayers comes; Pfal. cxvi. 
1. I love the Lord, becauſe he hath heard my voice, 
and my fupplications. | Tears of godly ſorrow run 
downward, .yet they mount to heaven, and return 
like the dove with an olive- branch in her mouth. 
Sometimes that return may be long a- coming, ſome- 
times it comes very quickly. The Lord keeps that 
time in his own hand; but that always bolde, Gal. 
vi. 9. In due ſeaſon ue ſball reap, ue faint nat 
How often has a mournful prayer been poured out, 
that in the anſwer of it has filled the Chriſtian 
with a joy, which ſtrangers intermeddle not with? 
Witneſs what Jacob faid to Eſua upon his return from 
Meſopotamia, Gen. xxxiii. 10: Therefore J have ſeen © 
thy face, as though I had ſeen the face of Gad, and 
thou waſt pleaſed with me. 

2. Even before the return of prayer, in the very 
time of the duty, the Lord ſometimes makes his peo» ' 
ple to reap. God often does with his people, as Boaz 
with Ruth; he lets handfuls fall to them in he 


time, 


_— 
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time, and afterwards fills their laps. He did fo with J 
il the pfalmiſt, Pfal.-cxxxviii. 3. In the day when I cried, | / 
| thou anfweredft me. and firengthenedft me | with 
| ftrength in my ſoul. There is fome felt acceſs allowed 
them in their mournful ap ions to the throne of , 


grace; the Lord puts in hi Rand by the hole of the + 
door, which ſometimes has turned Ae into feaſt- 
days to his people. 
30% gc ſealing ordinances; as in the caſe of the eu · 
nuch, who having been baptized by Philip, went on 
bis way rejoicing, Acts viii. 39. and in that of the 
two diſciples going to Emmaus, on the day of our 
Lord's reſurrection, who, after a long conference with 
him, reported to the eleven diſciples, that Be was riſen 

. indeed, and known of them in the breaking of bread, 
Luke xxiv. 17.—35;. When the 2 ſeal of heaven 
comes to be ſet to the covenant, no lies. fairer 

for the comfort of it'than a poor Fanny z mourn- 

ing under the ſenſe of fin. And I dare fo the whole 
hearts that we bring with us to that ordinance, are - 
one of the main cauſes why generally we reap ſo little. 
comfort by it. | 
4. In a — public calamity, Ezek. ix. — 
cited. : Thoſe that © diſtinguiſh themſelves by their 
mourning in a ſinning time, God diſtinguiſhes in a 

ſuffering time K his care of them. Either they are 


=_—_ kept from drigking ſo deep in the cup as others do, 
Por God bears t up by peculiar cordials. That feed . 
may lie many years under the clod, that will ſpring 
up in joy to them then, when others are amen 
a, joyed before when they wept. 

5. . Laftly,- But all this may be but a ſhort we 
and a long time between the ſowing and the reaping; 
but the great harveſt of joy comes in another world, 
the harveſt of glory. And then all tears ſhall be wi- 
ped away, though none of them ſhall be loſt. Hence 
is that comfortable promiſe, Iſ. xxxv. ult. And the 
ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return and come to Z ion 


l forge, i, and * Joy upon their heads : 4 
| a 
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Mall obtain joy and gladneſs, and forrow and fighing - 
ſhall flee away. 

TarrrDLY, I come now to evince the truth of the 
point, That a harveſt of, joy follows on a rn - 
feed-time of tears. . 

1. The promiſe of God is engaged for it, Matth. 

v. 4. * are they that mourn : for they all be 

comforted, Luke vi. 21. Bleſſed are ye tha grep 

now : for ye ſhall laugh. God made a promiſt after 
the flood, that ſeed- time and harveſt ſhould never 
again fail while the world ſtands. And it has been 
punQtually fulfilled, though the ſeaſons have been 
ſometimes later and ſometimes more early. And, 
upon the credit of this promiſe, the huſbandman ſows 
his ſeed, though he cannot cauſe it grow. And ſee- 
ing God has made the ſame promiſe as to the harveſt 
of joy, be that is faithful in little, will he not be 
much more ſo in much? 
2. When the Chriſtian ſows his ſeed of godly ſor- 
row, God himſelf ſows his ſeed of ſpiritual joy for 
him. And we may be ſure, that, whatever comes 
of our ſeed, God's own ſeed will not go back nor miſ- 
give; Pfal. xcvii. 11. Light is fown for the righteous, 
and gladneſs ſs for the upright in heart. The Chri- 
ſtian is in darkneſs, and he ſows in tears; but mean 
while God ſows light for him. 'The Chriſtian is in 
ſorrow ; and God ſows gladneſs for him, which will 
certainly ſpring. 

Man is now-in a ſtate of changes. The ſum- 
mer ſucceeds to the winter with him, and the morn- 
ing to the black and dark night. They who in re- 
ſpe& of the ſtate of their ſouls are now ſecure, care- 

leſs, and jovial, and ſtrangers to godly mourning, 
God has ſecured their mourning time to come, Luke 
vi. 25. Wo unto you that laugh now : for ye ſball mourn 
and weep. And that diſmal'time ſhall overtake them, 
as ſure as the night follows the longeſt ſummer-day. 
And fo thoſe that now mourn ſhall as ſurely reap a 


harveſt 
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harveſt of joy, as the day breaks after the longeſt 
winter-night. Ken 

4. Laſtly, If ye will conſider the caſe of the ſcrip- 
ture - ſaints, ye will find that the greateſt mourners 
have been the greateſt r&vicers. Of all the patri- 
archs, Jacob ſeems to be the man that was ofteſt in 
moerning,; but who had greater manifeſtations of 
Goc ban himſelf? Iſaac had leſs trouble, and fo 
had % leſs comfort. Who has left us ſo many 
mournful pieces as David, but who. has fo many 
ſongs of praiſe ? Who among the apoſtles ſeems more 
joyful in Chriſt than Paul, who was in faſtings often ? 


III. I now come to the application of this doctrine, 

which, as I have been practical all along, I ſhall 
diſcuſs in two ſhort inferences. 2 | 
1. Be reconciled to affliftions. They help on 
mourning, and are a ballaſt to a light frothy heart. 
It is eaſier indeed to have the head always borne a- 
bove the water; but it may be more profitable for 
us to be dipt ſometimes in the waters of afflictions. 
Our Lord Chriſt has ſanctified the way of afflictions 
to his people, going through the midſt of troubles to 
the joy ſet before him. Though the ſeed-time be 
mournful, the harveſt may be joyful. 


22. Make conſcience of mourning for ſin. O Sirs, 


if the lightſome life many of us have for any forrow- 
ful hours that ſin occaſions to us, be followed with a 
lightſome life, in another world too, I think we will 
get a way to heaven, where we will not ſee the foot- 
ſtep of a ſaint before us. No, Sirs, we grieve God's 
Spirit often; and if our hearts do not mourn for it 
now, we will mourn afterwards, when there will be 
no remedy, FS 

Therefore conſider your ways, and take now and 
then your times wherein ye may mourn apart for 
your fins, and the fins of the land. For God will 
call both to an account, however long he delay: and 
* guilt unmourned over will at length ſting intolerably. 


Temple- 


Temple-ordinances precious to the Saints 
on Earth ; but not in 3 nor 
TT there. | 


The ſubſtance of four Ae preached at Mor- 
battle and Marton, in — 1715. 


Rival A4 I ON XXl. 22. | 
And 1 faw no temple therein. 


Sermon I. preached at Morbattle, Saturday, Aug. 6. 


T is neceffary to look above ordinances at all 

times, and comfortable as well as neceſſary to | 
look beyond them ſometimes. And this laſt is very 
natural, when going to or coming from the ſacra- 
ment of the Lord's ſupper, that bleſſed pledge of the 
ſupper of the Lamb, which ſhall be eaten at the 
table in the upper houſe. This our text aims at, 

ving us an obſervation of a city that will ſtand and 
rt when all the cities of the earth are laid in 
aſhes. In the text we have three things. 

1. The place on which the obſervation is made, 
pointed out by the word therein; the city with 
the twelve gates, the new Jeruſalem. We judge 
they have beſt reaſon. for them, that underſtand 
this not of any ſtate of the militant church on earth, 
but of the church triumphant in heaven. The or- 


der of this prophecy requires it; where the general 
judgement is deſcribed, chap. xx. 11.. and down- 


wards, and the execution of the ſentence againſt the 
wicked, ver. 15. then comes a deſcription of the 
happineſs of the ſaints in this chapter; which is the 
natural order, as we are taught in Matth. xxv. 


Whence 


from, 
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Whence we may learn, that although the ſentence is 
feſt pronounced on the godly, which is very 
able, in regard they are to judge the world with 
Chriſt, yet the ſentence againſt the wicked pronoun- 
ced lad, is firſt put in execution, ver. ut. For fo 
Chriſt and his people ſtand the laſt upon the field, 
and have the] joy to ſee the backs of all their enemies z 
as the judges riſe and go aw 
the criminals carried off. Be Beſides, — 5 are certain 
circumſtances mentioned here, which cannot agree 
to any ſtate of the church on the earth; as will — 


2. The thing obſerved in this city, no no temple. 
The temple was the ff 


God under the Old Teſtament. And ſo it is put 
here for ordinances and means of the worſhip and 


ſervice of God, fuch as Prayers, preaching, ſacra- 


ments, ©c- There is none 
therefore theſe cannot agree to 
on earth, ſeeing theſe will continue to the end of the 
world, — no longer, Matth. xxviii. 20. Le, I am 
with you alway, ſays Chriſt, even unto the end of the 
— And "ors the apoſtle, Eph. iv. 13. Till we 


all come in the unity of the faith, and of the know- 


theſe in this city, and 
any ſtate of the church 


| 2 Bede of the Son of Gad, unto a perfect man, unto the 


" meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. But 
all theſe ordinances are laid aſide there, the ſaints 
being admitted to the immediate enjoyment and ſer- 
vice "= God. There are may cities on earth where 
there is no temple z and if enemies could accompliſh 
their deſigns according to their inclination, all cities 


would be of that. fort. But then the name of theſe ' 


cities is, 'The Lord is not there, but Satan has his 
ſeat there, whole great eye · ſore the temple is; and 
it is the bane and ruin of theſe places, that there is 
no temple therein. But it is the peculiar privilege of 
this city, that there is no temple therein. This eir- 

cumſtance ſpeaks the glory and happineſs of the ſaints 


in that bleſſed city, far beyond what en be aitained 


here. 


3. John's 


when they have ſeen 


pecial place for the worſhip of 
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3. John's notice or obſervation of this remarkable 
circumſtance : / /aw no temple therein. There is no 
part of the deſcription of this city narrated in this 
manner. In other parts of the chapter he tells what 
was in the city and what not, who ſhall come there 
and who not; but he delivers this in a peculiar ftrain : 
not, that there was no temple therein, but 7 aw no 
temple therein. There are no ſuperfluous words in the 
Holy Ghoſt's And there ſeems toe a 
| ular emp in this, /faw no temple therein. 
It is like the report of one looking about for ſome · 
thing, fo high in his eſteem, that he could-not think 
it would be wanting in a place that wanted nothing 
for neceſſity or delight, but ſees not the thing he look- 
2 for. It hr ng the glory, cient; excel- 
and utility of ordinances. "For tl the manner of 
rant Hh here, a kind of rhetorical ſurpriſe, 
whereby the hol 


Ig penman ima thing to the 
life : 2 if he had ſaid, A holy city, and the holy 


ordinances not in it! God there, and no temple 
there! Who hath heard ſuch a thing ? who hath ſeen 
fuch things ? If. Ixvi. 8. We may take the import of 
the expreſſion in theſe two things. 

(1 ** That the ordinances are in themſelves, and in 
the eſteem of the ſaints, the moſt precious things in 
the world; and therefore if any thing could be mi 
in heaven, it would be they. Gold and precious. 
ſtones are the moſt valuable things in. the earth; the 
foundations of this city were of precious ſtones, and 
the very ſtreets of gold; but he does not fay he ſaw 
them there. Pearls are the moſt precious things in 
the ſea; the twelve gates of this city were twelve 
pearls ; but he does not ſay he ſaw them there. Sun 
and moon are the moſt precious things in the hea- 
vens; they were not there; but he does not ſay he 
ſaw them not there. But when he comes to ſpeak of 
the temple, which was not _—_ he lays, 7 jaw no 


5 — therein. 
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(2.) That ſuch is the elevated glory of che upper 


houſe, that the beſt and moſt precious things in the 
world are too low to make a part of it, and therefore 


th 


remple therein, is a part of the glory and happineſs 
, of the heavenly Jeruſalem : for he ſpeaks not of a de- 


chat it is not miſſed there. And the reaſon is given 
in the following words, viz. For the Lord God Al- 
mighty, and the Lamb, are the temple of it ; the 


ſaints there are admitted to the immediate enjoyment 
of God and the Lamb. Fee? 


The ie bfcrvable * the words | is as fol- 


lows. 
Docr. If the ſaints could miſs any thing i in haves: 
it would be the precious ordinances. But they are not 
lere, yet they are not miſſed end 


| Here I ſhall confider two points. 


the faints, it would be the precious ordinances, the 
| temple. 
3 4 PoinT H. The precious ordinances are not in hea- 


2 there is no temple there, and it is not miſſed 
here. 


I ſhall diſcuſs each of theſe points in order. I re- 
turn to <4 


temple. 


For the illuſtration of this point, I ſhall, 
1. Confirm it. 


2. Give the reafons thereof. 
3. Make application. 


© 


ey are not miſſed there. The temple is the main 
glory of the earthly Jeruſalem ; but that there is no 


fect here, but of an abundant glory in heaven: fo 


PoixT I. If any thing could be miſſed in heaven by | 


Poix r L. F any thing could be miſſed in heaven bß 
the ſaints, it would be the precious ordinances, the 


FIRST, 


— 
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FIRST, To confirm this point, That if the faints - 

could miſs any thing in heaven, it would be — pre · 

cious p45” wire ng the temple, conſider, 

1. That the ordinances are the things i in all the 


world that have moſt of the ſaints heart; and what 
has moſt of one's heart, he will be moſt ready to look 


for where ever he is. Had. a graceleſs:-perion got a 


ſight of heaven as John. did, it would have 
but a ſorry proſpect; he would in very deed have 
miſſed ſomething there.. The covetous man would. 
have miſſed his j -god of world's wealth, the volup- 
tuous, man his. ſenſual pleaſures, . the ambitious his 
darling preferments, &c.; for on theſe their hearts 
are chiefly ſet. The faint's heart is ſet on. the ordi- 
nances.. See how David ſpeaks of them, Pſal. Ixxxiv. 
1. 2. 10. How amiable are thy tabernacles,.O Lord 
of hes My ſoul longeth, yea, 2 fainteth far the 
courts of the Lord : my heart. and my fleſb crieth ont 
for the living God. For a day in thy courts. is better 
than a thouſand : I had. * 5 be a pes keeper in the 
houſe of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wicked- 
neſs. If the believer had but one wiſh, it would be 
for them, Pſal. xxvii. 4.. One thing, ſays David, have 
I defired of the Lord, that will I ſeek after, that I mag 


given him 


dwell in the. houſe of the. Lord all the days of my life, t ” 


behold the beauty of the Lord, and. — inquire in hi 
temple. And 4 if any perſon has not his heart 
ſet upon the ordinances, he has no pretenſions to the 
character of a ſaint: 

2. They are the things in all the world that have 
moſt of God's heart, Pſal. Ixxxvii. 2. The Lord kueth 
the gates of Zion, more than all the dwellings. of Jacob. 
There were very glorious dwellings in-Jacob, but 
the very gates of Zion were more loyely in God's fight 
than them all. Hear what he ſays of the temple, - 
what he never ſaid. of any other thing in the world, 
1. Kings ix. 3. I have hallowed this houſe which thou 
haft built, to put my name there for ever, and mine 
eyes and mine ow Hall be there derpetualy. Zo that 

C'3 when 


— 
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when the ordinances are gone from a place, he rec- 
kons he has nothing left him there, If. Iii. 5. Fhat 
have I here, faith the Lord, that my people is taken 
away for nought * What wonder then that thoſe 
who partake of a divine nature, if they were with- 

out the ordinances, would greatly mifs them? | 
3. The faints, ſet them where ye will in the world, 
cannot be eaſy without them. Lee how the captive 
Jews ſpeak of this matter, Pfal. cxxxvii. 1. By the ri- 
vers of Babylon, there we ſat down, yea, we wept, 
when we remembered Zion. Babylon was a land like 
their own land, and many of the carnal Jews were ſo 
taken with it, that they would not return again to 
Judea : but the ſaints among them could never be ea- 
ſy there, becauſe there was no temple there. The 
moſt beautiful ſpots of the earth if no temple is there, 
are in their eſteem but dark places, the region and 
ſhadow vf death. And therefore as ever a longing 
woman longed for what ſhe had a fancy for, ſo do 
the ſaints for the ordinances when deprived of them ; 
as appears from David's exerciſe, Pſal. Ixxxiv. 2. fors- 
cited, „ : 
4. Set the ſaints where ye will in the world, they 
| n be eaſy with the ordinances: If. xxx. 19. 20. For 
. people ſhall dwell in Zion at Feruſalem: thou ſhalt 
"weep no more: he will be very gracious unto thee, at 
the voice of thy cry: when he ſhall hear it, he will an- 
fwer thee. And though the Lord give you the bread of 

_ adverſity, and the water of affiitron, yet ſball not thy 
teachers be removed into à corner any more, but thine 
eyes ſhall ſee thy teachers. Many a time coarſe fare, 
and little of it, has gone pleafantly down with the 
people of God, when they could drink of the wells 
cf falvation before or after it. And they would not 
for a world have exchanged their mean fare with thoſe 
who preferring the palace to the temple, eat of the 
portion of the king's meat. For they had meat to 
eat in the temple of ordinances, the hidden manna, 
which the world knows net the taſte of; and fo * 
3 2 _- 
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fet the ſeal of their ience to it, that God's come - 
mon is better than the devils incloſure. 
F. Laſtly, There is but one thing that unto the 
faints can make up the loſs of the ordinances, and 
keep them from miſſing them, and that is the enjoy- 
ment of God and the Lamb without them. Hold off 
that, and all the world cannot fill up their room to 
them. Set the infant that has once ſucked the breaſts, 
in a palace, clothe it in ſcarlet, deck it with jewels, 
give it meat; what do all theſe things avail it, while 
ye refuſe it the breaſt? Even as little will the beſt 
things of the world avail thoſe that have once ſucked 
the Frente of Jeruſalem's conſolations. Nay more, 
bold off that, and heaven itſelf would not do it. 
Hence fays Aſaph, Pfal. Izxiti. 25. Whom have I in 
heaven but thee ? and there is none upon earth that! 
deſire beſides thees Though the ſtreets of the cele- 
ſtial city be of gold, if they were not alſo as a glaſs 
wherein they might ſee God as heretofore in the ſane- 
tuary, they would have but heartleſs walking in them. 
From all theſe things it appears, that if the ſaints 
could miſs any thing in heaven, it would be the pre- 
cious ordinances. 27-380 


SECONDLY, I proceed to ſhew the ccatone fÞ 
this point. The world thinks it very unreaſonable? 
they cannot divine what ſhould make people ſo fond 
of the temple of goſpel-ordinances. For their part, 
ſome of them ſee more beauty in a tavern than the . 
temple; and it is a thing very little worth-in the 

world that does not outſhine it in glory, in the eyes 
of carnal men: ſo that if it were laid in aſhes this day, 
it would make no great hole in many people's hearts. 
And what do ye thmk can be the reaſon, that the 
whore of Rome, and the church of England, have 
been at ſo much pains to adorn the temple according 
to the devices of their own hearts, to take away ſome 


parts from it, and to build up other pieces to it, 
whereof there is not one ſtone laid by him whoſe of- 
oe | ice 
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| fice it is to build the temple of the Lord, ſetting their 
threſbold by his threſholds, and their poſt of ty his poſts, 


and the wall between him and them, and even defi- 


ling his holy name by their abominations that they 


have 3 Ezek. xliii. 8. What, but that 


chey have loſt ſight of the glory of the temple, as Chriſt 


left it in the New Teſtament? But as our Lord left 
it, the ſaints have very good reaſon ſo to eſteem it, as 
if any thing could be miſſed in heaven, it would be, 
that 4 18 no temple there. The reaſons are, 
Reaſon 1. Becauſe of the precious temple- furniture, 
the like to which is not to be found elſewhere under 


we fun. It is a ſpiritual furniture, and the glory of 


It is ſpiritual, which glances in the eyes of thoſe that 


" - are ſpiritual, and draws them into an admiration of 
it. Indeed, if-it were made a den of thieves, and 


furniſhed with nolt, ſheep, doves, and money, as 
once it was in the days of Chriſt, John ii. 14. it would 
be glorious in the eyes of the world. But it is ano- 
ther ſort of furniture that charms the ſaints of God. 
I ſhall ſpecify ſome pieces of the furniture of rhe 


temple... 


1. The altar is there, (Heb. xiii. 10. ), the altar of. 
zurnt-offering z even Jeſus Chriſt ſacrificed for us, 
bal. iii. 1. There the ſaints ſee that great ſiglit, the 


on of God bleeding, groaning, dying upon a croſs, . 
to redeem ſinners; a fight that ſtruck blind the ſun, 
that eye of the world, at which the rocks rent, the 
. earth quaked, and death, in the exceſs of aſtoniſh- 
ment, let go its priſoners. . The only ſight that can. 


revive a ſoul fainting under a ſenſe of fin; the only 
thing. that can look ſtaring guilt out of countenance, 
and heal a fick conſcience. There they ſee the ran- 
ſom of their lives from eternal death, the price of 


their peace with God, the only means of their recon- 
ciliation. Glorious furniture indeed! 


(r.) The horns of the altar are there for the guilty 
creature to flee to, that he may get altar-proteCtion 
n the threats and curſes of a broken law. A 

crucified 


. 1 Saints on "Earth. 


crucified Chrift laid hold on b 
ſconce againſt all that have any thing to lay to the 


charge of God's elect. Never one died there ; never 
one ſhall be drawn from the horns of this altar to 


— 


death. Hence Chriſt ſays, Him that cometh to me, 
will in no wiſe caſt out, foi vi. 37. They ball never 


periſb, neither ſpall any luck them out of my hand, 
chap, x. 28. This is A the reverſe of what -was 
to be done in the caſe of perſons flying to the mate- 
rial altar, Exod. xxt. 14. who, when guilty of ca- 
Pital erimes, were to be dragged from thence and put 
to death; of which we have ſeveral examples in the 
| Old Teſtament. © 

- —(2.) There is an aſcent to the altar there, and from 

the temple of ordinances they 

Come up hither, and offer thy gift; for 
ſaints are prieſts unto God. What they have to of- 
fer is not of great value; but if it were but a kind look 


hear a voice ſaying, 


the 


to the Lord, a ſigh or a groan from the heart for fin, 


come up with ir, lay it on this altar, and the altar 
will ſanctify the gift : It ball come up with Wee 
on mine altar, II. Ix. 

2. The laver is thats, the laver of Chriſt's blood; 


a laver like unto eryſtal before the throne, Rev. iv. 6. 


Sinners can have no acceſs to the throne in their 
lution. How ſhall they be cleanſed? All the 


ters of the ſea will not waſh a ſinner, and tears of his | 


own blood will not do it. He knows not what to do 


until he go to the ſanctuary; and there he ſees the 


- altar,' a crucified Chriſt, and the laver beſide it, even 
the blood of the atoning ſacrifice; and there by faith 
he dips and bathes his polluted ſoul, and then goes 
forward with confidence to the Father, Eph. iii. 12. 
Look to thoſe parts where no temple is there, and 
there the world lies in wickedneſs. But where the 
temple is, the fountain is opened there; 'and there 
finners may bathe their whole ſouls, that were never 
waſhed before, as the prieſts did in the morning; and 
they * need only to waſh their feet, as the prieſts 

afterwards 


. + 
faith i is a ſufficient . 


® | 


communicants that worſhip only in 
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afterwards did, that. had waſhed them in the morn- 


ing, John xiii. 10. may freely waſh them theres and 
. ſo waſh off all their new guilt. | | 


x ſhall refer the conſideration. of a | 
furniture in the temple, till afterwards; and conclude 
at this time with ſome * n of what 


- has been ſaid. 
precious to the ſaints, that if 


Are ordinances ſo 
they could miſs any thing in the heavenly city, it 
would be they? Then do not miſs to improve them, 
while they are among your hands. God is opening 
the doors of his temple to you in this. 3 ye may 
have acceſs to the molt holy place in the temple of 
pel-ordinances; to fit. down at his table; therefore 
not mils to improve this bleſſed ſeafon of the beft 
things out. of heaven. There are two ſorts that will 
not improve this accakon. _ 

1. 'Fhoſe yo will not come within the compaſs of 
the * 3h gr open lighters-of goſpet-ordinances, 
. rly of 8 of the Lord, that never la- 

ur to prepare themſelves for it, dut always content 
themſelves to ſtand afar off ſ rs. of it. Of ſuch 
it may be ſaid, as Prov. xvil.-16. Wherefore is there 
5 n wiſdom, ſeeing he 

. heart to it? They cannot think of giving 
themſelves to the Lord, or coming under engage 
ments to him; like thoſe in the country of Ephraim 
and Manaſſeh, as far as Zebulun, who being invited, 
by Hezekiah king of Judah, to turn again unto the 
Lord God, laughed the meſſengers diſpatched to them 
to ſcorn, and mocked them, 2 Chron. xxx. 10. 
2- Thoſe who come inta the outer court only, but 
not into the inner, There are many profeſſors and 
outer court ; 
they come to ordinances, but never ſeek to enj 

God in them; they eat and drink at his table, 
not the fleſh, of Chriſt, which is meat indeed, — 1 
his ny which is drink indeed. Ye may cen Wh 

* * 


* 


able. When once the 


— 
= 
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| well not come at all, in reſpect of any profit to the 
ſalvation of your ſouls ; for none of thoſe things 1 
have ſpoken of are to be found there. Therefore not 
only come in, but come forward by faith, and lay 
hold on the horns of the altar, wafh in the laver of 
Chriſt's blood, and feed on Chriſt the bread of life, 
and the water of life. O mifs not to improve this 
precious ordinance for your fouls good. er me 
to preſs this exhortation by a few motives. 
1. There is ſomething in theſe ordinances better 


than the beſt things of the world. Will ye fin againſt 
your own ſouls in not ſeeking it out? 


bu are as lIoth 
2 tghbours to mrſs a good in for time; 
wh} bis will be as fools and idiots in a bargain 
for eternity? why will ye ſtand afar from the place 
of the. Lord's feet? why will ye ſtand gnawing all 
your days on the ſhell of ordinances, and never come 
to the kernel? . 
2. The doors of the temple will not always ſtand 
open to you. Is not God threatening this day to 
Cloſe them upon us? and if enemies projects do not 
miſcarry, we muſt lay our account with the ſhutting 
of them. Many a glorious day of the goſpel ye 
have had in this place; but if ye loath your 
take heed God do not draw your table. The af 
of grace will not always laſt; Luke xiii. 24. 25. 
Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate: for many, 1 
ſay unto you, will ſeck- to enter in, and ſball not be 
maſter of the houſe is riſen up, 
and hath ſbut to the door, and ye begin to ſtand with- 
out, and, to knock at the door, ſaying, Lord, Lord, 
open unto us and he ſball anſwer and ſay unto you, 
1 know. you not whence you are. Here is now a fair 
invitation to the marriage-ſupper ; miſimprove it, 
and the next word may be a ſentence of excluſion a- 
gainſt you, Luke xiv. 24. 7 ſay unto you, That none 


7 
A 


® The author refers here to the rebellion raiſed in Scotland in 
1715, for dethroning. King George I. and conſequently rooting 


out the Proteſtant religion, by placing a Popiſh pretender on the 
throne of theſe kingdoms. 


- 


ye , a 
— : 


=. — 2 


| of thoſe men which were hidden, ſball tafte of my up- 
per. Here is now as it were a ſhip to fail for Im- 


manuel's land; if ye ſtay bebind, who knows if ever 
ye ſhall ſee another going to that port? 
= 3- If ye refuſe temple-grace, Em lay your 
account with temple · vengeance, If. Ixvi. 6. A voice 
noiſe from the city, a voice from the temple, a voice 
of the Lord, that rendereth recompenſe to his enemies. © 
And indeed the generation can hardly miſs it. And 
it is of all vengeance the moſt dreadful ; for no fire 
burns ſs keenly as that which comes from the altar. 
None ſmart ſorer under God's heavy hand than goſpel- 
deſpiſets. And the moſt fearful judgements follow 


— 


on the contempt of the cleareſt light. 
* Laſtly, Lord himſelf bids welcome in- 
to the holy place, to feaſt on the bread of life on the 


table there, to have communion with himſelf in his 
© own ordinance : Heb. x. 19. 20. 22. Having eſs 
to enter into the holizft by the blood of Jeſus, by a new 
and living way which he hath conſecrated for us, through 
the vail, Bro is to Jay, his fleſb ;' let us draw near 
with @ true heart, in full aſſurance of faith.—Prov. 
ix. 5. Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine «|» 
Which I have mingled. Therefore aim at it ſtedfaſtly, | 
purſue it reſolutely, make ready to eat, ye know not 
how far ye may have to go on this meal. 
Now, if ye would have communion with God in 
his temple, 
1. Come forward by Jeſus Chriſt, who is our al- 
a laying hold upon him by faith, and cloſing with 
him in the everlaſting marriage-covenant : ſo ſhall 
e come to God under a covert of the Mediator's 
ey and find welcome: John xiv. 6. I am the ways 
and the truth, and the life, ſays our Lord + ch 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me. e take 
any other way but the way of free - Wins hrough 
Chriſt's blood, ye will be thruſt back. 
2. Waſh off your uncleannels by faith in the laver of 
. the. blood of Telus. Search out your guilt, and lay | 
it 


| 


it all over on that blood, believing the remiſſion of 

your fins through the fame. 80 ſhall your hearts be 

inkled from an evil conſcience, which galling the 
er mars communion with God. 

3. Put off your ſhoes, being to come on the 1 

Set about the work of repentance for the 


Alls of your way, and put a bill of divorce in the hands 


of your luſts, and caſt them from you as an unclean 
N e. 

4. See that 
Jove the Lord, and to loath ſin. 
5. Laftly, Bring the incenſe of | holy defires with 


you. k over your wants, and open your mouths 
wide, that the Lord may fill them. And labour to 


get the holy a * | 


the Be of Chriſt. | 


: * 


Bamen IL. Preached at Morbattle, Gen Lord's _ 
evening, . 7+ 1715. 


* ordinances appointed by the Lordin his church 
+ are precious to all who have taſted that he is 
gracious. They were ſo to the ſaints in the Old T 
ment, even under that dark and ſhadowy diſpe 
tion which they enjoyed. But they cannot fail tobe 
much more precious in the eſteem of the ſaints, un- 
der the New-teſtament diſpenſation, which far ex- 
cels the other in beauty, glory, and 3 
They are ſo excellent and deſireable in their eyes 
now, that if they could miſs any thing in the upper 
houſe, when they happily arrive there, it would be 


1 


the temple of theſe ordinances, which were ſo ſweet 


and lovely to them here in their militant ſtate. 


I have in the preceding diſcourſe endeavoured to 


confirm this point, That if the ſaints could miſs any 
thing in heaven, it would be the precious ordinan- 
ces; and that by ſhewing, that they are the things 
in all the world that have moſt of the ſaints heart 
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your hearts be circumciſed, that i, to - N 


"= 
Ls 


I 
2 
. 
2 


and eſteem that they have moſt of God's heart; that 


> believers _ 
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ger cannot be eaſy in without them, but can be 
in the enjoyment of them ; and finally, thas there 
is 15 the thing that unto the ſaints can make up the 
loſs of ordinances, and keeping them from miſſing 
them, and that is the enjoyment of God and the 
Lamb without them. John faw no temple in the hea - 
venly Jeruſalem: for, adds he, the Lord God Almighty, 
and the Lamb, are the temple of it. | 
I proceeded, in the next place, to give the reaſons 
of the point, why the ſaints. ace fo fond: of and do 
ſo highly eſteem the temple of goſpel- ordinances. 1 
_ adduced only one reaſon thereof, namely, That they 
are precious to believers on account of the precious 
temple- furniture, the like to which is not to be found 
bree under the ſun, being ſpiritual furniture, 
glory of which is ſpiritual; and glancing in the 
es of "Thoſe that are ſpiritual, attracts their eſteem 
and admiration gf 1 it. Under this head, I endeavour- 


Li 1 . - ed to ſpecify forme pieces of the temple-furniture ; 


and mentioned, 1. That the altar is there, the altar 
of burnr-offering, even Jeſus Chriſt ſacrificed for us. 
2. That the laver of Chriſt's blood is there, in which 
guilty finners may waſh, and be cleanſed. I now 
proceed to obſerve, 

3. The ſhew-bread table is there: for where God 
houſe, he keeps always a furniſhed table for his 
houſehold. 'That table under the law had always twelve 
loaves upon it, according to the number of the tribes 
of Iſtael. The bread upon it was always uncorrupted, 
being changed every 46 2a and that which was ta- 
ken of the table, was eaten by the prieſts. The 
table of goſple- ordinances is a well- furniſhed table for 
hungry ule There is bread enough for the whole 
family, and to ſpare to thoſe that will join with 
them. The prodigal ſon was ſenſible of this, when 
he ſaid, How many hired ſervants of my father's have 
bread enough and to ſpare, and periſh with hunger ! 
Luke xv. 17. Our Lord Jeſus is that bread, and 
es aa es Lat He 

will 


faints, perfumed with the incenſe of Chriſt's interceſ- 
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- will ſatisfy the ſoul that could never be ſatisfied, and 
never will be without temple d, Pſal. lxxxi. 10. 
Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. This is that 
bread which comes in ordinances from before the Lord, 
the meſs ſent you from the King's table, not to be looked 
at only, but ted upon. Hear the voice from the temple 
about this bread, Cant. v. 1. Eat, © friends. - 
4. The golden candleſtick, with its ſeven lamps, 
is there, namely, the feven Spirits of God, with the 
light of life and falvation, which never goes out, but, in 
the midſt of a dark world, makes the church a light- 
fome and heartſome place, Rev. iv. 5. There were 
feven | lamps of fire burning before the throne, which 
are the ſeuen Sgirit: of God. By that light the ſaints 
ſee the way to the throne, which the blinded — of 
could never diſcover ; they ſee how to go aboui 
ſervice of the ſanctuary, which unhelievers do-not; 
and they ſee Chriſt the way, the and the life, 
and to ſerve God in ſpirit and if truth. By it 
they ſee that fulneſs in Chriſt, that evil in ſin, that 
vanity of the world, which they never ſaw till they © 
came into the temple. By it they are comforted, 
refreſhed, and revived, as well as directed; ay, and 
their fouls are warmed too, as the hearts of th 
diſciples that went to Emmaus the evening of the day 
on which Chriſt roſe from the dead were, Luke xxiv. 
32. Did not our hearts burn within us, ſaid they, 
while he talked with us by the way, andwhile he open- 
ed to us the ſcriptures? Let a maß have what he 
will, if he want light, how can he but miſs it? And 
therefore though temple-light is but candle light, no- 
thing can make up its room, but the ſun-light in 
5. The incenſe-altar is there, with the horns 
thereof ſprinkled with blood, on the day of the great 
expiation, as was done under the law, Lev. xvi. 18. 
Exod. xxx. 10. Fos there it is that the p 


rayers of the 


Gon, go up before the Lord, that has its efficacy from his 
8 D 2 precious 
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precious blood ſhed on the croſs. This is a more 


valuable bleſſing than to have the ear of the greateſt 


monarch in the werld. Nay, there it is that their 
hearts being touched with a live- coal from the altar, 
the whole ſoul aſcends heavenward like pillars of 
imoke perfumed with frankincenſe, Cant. iti. 6. in 
contempt of the world, in the exerciſe of faith, TEL - 
love, and in fervent defires after the Lord. 

6. The vail is there, that gives an entrance into 
the holieſt of all; even the vail of the fleſh of Chriſt 
held out there as rent in his death and ſufferings, to 
make way for ſinners driven out in Adam from the 
5 of God, to return and draw near again. 80 
the voice from the temple is that, Heb. x. 19. 20. 22. 
wing boldneſs to enter into the holieft by the blood of 

; by a new and living way which he hath conſe- 


k red for us, . the vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh ; 


et us dra ear with a true heart, in full aſſu- 
rance of faith. And there is never a ſinner truly 
ſenſible of fin, but will prize the diſcovery of this 
vail, as ever a poor criminal would do a city of re- 
fu | | 
- * The ark is there, even Jeſus Chriſt the true ark. 
at is a ſpecial glory of goſpel-ordinances; and 
therefore it is obſerved, that when the church roſe 
from Antichriſtian darkneſs, the temple was opened 
in heaven, and there was ſeen in his temple the ark of 
his teſtameni Rev. xi. 19. And thus the ſaints ſee 
| you joyful bg hghts. OS hob 
Fhe fiery law fulfilled in Chriſt, and in him 
hid 4 the believer's view; for the book of the law 
was laid up in the ark. So the voice from the tem- 
ple is, Riſe up, my love, my fair one, and come away. 
For bo, the winter is paſt, the rain is over and gone, 
Cant. ii. 10. 11. The law's commands are anſwered 
by Chriſt,” its threatened wrath is borne by him, and 
borne away from his people. The darts and arrows 
of vengeance, which it ſhould have caſt through eter- 
uy at the ele, are all ſpent on him. So it 2 
inder 


— 


ee 


1 wo pins eee 


ry oe 


_ teſtament; and they are all the © 

blood; and having the executing of it in his own, 
hand, they may be ſure that none of the 3 ſhall = 
go by them. 


—— 
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kinder che ſaint's acceſs to God, nor mar his plea for 
heaven; the debt is paid, and the Mediator got 
up the bill. 

(2.) The covenant between God and the fickle Gn. 
ner is very ſecure in Chriſt the ark of the. covenant. 
If the ſinner had it a-keeping himſelf, he would be 
fair in ſome of his fits of folly to tear his name from 
it. But it is in a good hand, the Mediator's hand, 
out of which the Father will never take, nor ſhall the 
fooliſh finner get it, leſt he make a bad account of it. 
The Mediator keeps it, and he is to ſee that the pre- 
miſſes be all made forthcoming to the believer, and 
that the believer never quite turn his back on a cove- 
nanted God. 

(3-) Chriſt's teſtament made, and he Ring to 
his own executor, keeping his teſtament himſelf; 
it is the ark of the teſtament. All that is necefſa# 
for belieyers in time and eternity left in this 


8. The mancy-feat. which was the cover of | 
ark, is there, with the cloud of glory upon it; 
God in Chriſt, reconciling the world to himſelf, | 
which is the ſum of the glad news from the temple, 
2 Cor. v. 19. Thence it is that the Lord ſpeaks peace 
to rebel guilty finners, promiſing i flavour to all 
that will come and meet him there There are no 


propoſals of peace in the dark places of the earth, be- 


cauſe no temple, no mereyſeat is there. But in the 
church God ſpeaks ſrom the mercy-ſeat in Chriſt, 
grace, mercy, peace, and good-will towards the — 1 
of ſinners, if they will come in. And thither do 
the trembling ſaints come, being frighted with the 
thundering voice of the law — an abſolute God; 
and here they hear the ſtill ſmall voice of the goſpel, 
to the unſpeakable refreſhment of their ſouls. 
9. Laſtly, The cherubims are there, the holy an- 
D It gels, 


chaſe of his 
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ing with admiration, and 


ry of Chriit held forth in the 


are as a looking- 


s precious in the eſteem of the 


gels, drawn thither by the glory of the temple, look- 
ring to pry into the 
things reported unto you in the goſpel, 1 Pet. i. 12. 
Though the blind world ſees no beauty in the myſte- 
narrowly into it, and admire it. Though God's ſer - 
vants that attend upon him, and miniſter to him in 
his temple, even the church, be to many as a veſſel 
wherein there is no pleaſure, to'the holy angels they 
oking-glais, wherein they behold and ad- 
mire the manifold wiſdom of God, in the myſtery of 
Chriſt there made effectual, Eph. iii. 10. 
Having given you a view. of ſeveral pieces of pre- 
ciqus furniture in the temple of goſpel-ordinances, I 
For to aſſign another reaſon why the ordinances 


aints, that if any 
ing could be. miſſed in heaven, it would be they, 
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Reaſ. 2. Beeauſe of the pleaſant exerciſes of this 


i bm b temple. Theſe are a burden to many, they cannot 
ern away with them. I doubt if perſons of their charac+ 


ter would be pleaſed with heaven, ſeeing the Lord 


Amigbty, and the Lamb, are the temple of it, and 


at there they reft not day and night, ſaying, Holy, 
haly, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and 
is to come, Rev. iv. 8. But to the ſaints they are the 
moſt ſweet exerciſes, which they could not think of 


being withe er any thing they ſee on earth. I 
will . e tomple-oxertifes «Re. 

1. The ſongs and muſic of the temple; and that 
is the deſpiſed preaching of the goſpel ; which is ve- 
ry dull and flat muſic in the ears of many, but the 
moſt raviſhing muſic on earth to a holy heart, or to 


a poor fin-fick ſoul looking out for a cure; ay and 


chat which ſteals away the hearts of others ſometimes 


ere ever they are aware. And that earth is made to 
follow it, is no wonder, if ye confider that it is that 
which heaven comes along with. See 2 Chron. v. 
13. I came even to paſs, as the trumpeters and fing- 

- ers 
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ing and thanking the Lord, and when t 
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2. Laying the hand on the head of the great ſacri- 


pe | Saints on Barth. 43 : 
ers were as one, to make one ſound to be heard in prai- - 


hey lift up 
their voice with the trumpets and cymbals, and inftru- 
ments of muſic, and praiſed the Lord, ſaying, For he 
is good, for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the 
1 even the houſe of the 
gers were the prieſts 
pire If. lii. 7. 8. How 
— upon the omen aiens are the feet of him that 
bringeth tidings, that publiſbeth peace, that 
bringeth good tidings of good, That publiſbeth ſalva- 
tion, that ” ſaith pn. Zion, Thy Ged reigneth! Thy 
watchmen ſhall lift up the voice, with the voice toge- 
ther — they fing : Ar they ſball fee eye to eye, when 
the Lord fball bring again Zion. e ſounding of 
the trumpet of the goſpel ſhews the great jubileg 
come, wherein ſinners that loſt heaven in Adam maß 
return to their inheritance, and ers the Lord's 
Iſrael unto him. The miniſters of the goſpel take up 
the angels ſong at the birth of Chrift, or that is the 
ſum of all their preachings, Luke ii. 14. Glory to God 
in the higheft, and on earth peace, good-will towards 
men. And ſo I underſtand that ſinging of the bi 
given as a Ggn of the ſpring ng, Cant. ii. 12. Had 
the winter been over in the ſufferings of Chriſt, they 
had never filled the air with their melodious notes. 
Their voice is pleafafit to thoſe that have felt the 


| force of winter-ſtorms ; and the high they riſe from 


the earth, the more ſweetly do they ting. And this 
is accompanied with the voice of the turtle, for fo 
God's people are called, Pal. Ixxiv. 19. - whoſe ſong 
inclines to mourning, as they always join trembling 
with their mirth. 


fice; the fairits laying over the burden of their 
guilt on Jeſus Chriſt by faith. This is the daily work ü 
of the ſaints, and without it they could not live. 
They are daily contracting guilt ; and ſhould it lie on 
their own heads, they would be ruined by it, they 
would 
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_ would fall a facrifice to divine fury. And therefore is 
muſt be comfortable work thus to get it transferred 
on the head of the blefſed ſacrifice. And ſo they 


' - have the ſweeteſt exchange in the world. 


3. Preſenting their own facrifice, even giving 
themſelves away to the Lord, the work ye have been 
at this very day: Rom. xii. 1. Preſent your bodiet a 
living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
pour reaſonable ſervice. They have nothing to give, 
nothing to offer; but they give themſelves, not for a 
ſin-offering, but a thank-offering, which is pleaſant 
work to the ſaints. The gladdefi news that ever they 
heard, was from the temple, viz. That God would 
accept of them in Jeſus Chriſt; and therefore they . 
- + heartily make the offeriug without reſerve, wonder- 

I 8 grace that has room for ſuch a worth- 

Is gift. 185 | 
4. Prayer. This is ſuch a native temple-exerciſe, 
that God calls His houſe the houſe of prayer. And 
it has ſo much of the heart of the ſaints, that there is 
nothing out of heaven that could make up the loſs of 
it to them. When the world is all in confuſion, and 
re 1s not a faſt friend on earth whom the man has 
ruſt to, or tell his mind to, then blefed be God 
for prayer; which is help at hand, when it comes to 
a dead lift, Mic. vii. 7. Therefore I will look unto the 

 Lard: I will wait for the God of my ſalvation: my 
Cod vill hear When the heart is ſwollen with 
grief, there i A vent to it there, as Hannah expe- 
rienced; for having poured out her heart to the Lord 
in prayer, ſhe went her way, and her countenance 
was no more ſad, 1 Sam. i. 18. When the heart is 
preſſed with wants, it is a ſwift poſt for ſupply, that 
knows the way to the throne, and that a near way, 
from any place in the earth, though it were in a pri- 


. 5 ſon or a dungeon. It bas opened and ſhut heaven, 


- as Elijah by it actually did; routed formidable ar- 


mies; overthrown deſperate plots ; diſcovered ſecrets 


which the devil's art could not find out; knocked 
: : | open 


4 


4 
; 
. 
f 


temple. But the world's entertainment is no more 


for uz. And therefore in the temple they may eat 
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open priſon-doors and iron - gates; ſtopt the courſe of 
the ſun and moon; and averted ſtrokes of wrath from 
the Lord. Should we not then delight in ſuch an 
exerciſe, and be, like David, men of prayer? 

 Reaf. 3. Becauſe of the glorious temple · entertain - 
ment that is here. The graceleſs world knows no- 
thing about this, and therefore they do not prize the 


to be compared with it,.than the huſks that the ſwine 
eat with the fineſt bread. What is the temple enter- 
tainment? It is a feaſt upon a ſacrifice, that is of a 
ſweet-ſmelling favour to God, even a flain Saviour, 
1 Cor. v. 7. For even Chrift our paſſouer is ſacrificed 


their food with gladneſs, for now God accepteth 
them. That ſword of vengeance. that hangs over the 
head of the wicked at all their meals, is not to be 


ſeen there; but God is atoned, and heaven is recon- 


ciled. And that in itſelf is enough to be a feaſt. . In 
this ſacrifice is all they need for time and for eterni- 
ty. There is a fulneſs of merit in it for peace, par- 


don, &c.; a fulneſs of Spirit for ſanctification, per- | 


ſeverance, ſtrength, yea and the reſurreEtion of the 
body at the laſt day. This was the feaſt ſet before 
you this day at the Lord's table; and if ye have an 
appetite for it, ye may find it in other temple ordi- 
nances and exerciſes ſtill; for the bread of heaven is 
the ſaints daily bread, without whigh. they cannot 
grow, nor be nouriſhed up unto everlaſting life. 


Having diſcuſſed the doctrinal part of this firſt 
point, 'That if the ſaints could- miſs any thing in hea- 
ven, it would be the precious ordinances, I ſhall ſhut 
up all with ſome practical improvement of it. 

Usk I. of information. Is it ſo that if any thing 


could be miſſed in heaven by the ſaints, it would be 


the precious ordinances, there is no temple there ? 


'Then, . | 
1. This writes death on the faces of thoſe that ſee 
no 
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no beauty in in goſpel-ordinances, for are 
to be defired. Theſe s are none of the ſaints 
of the Moſt High, but his enemies. And far more 
thoſe to whom they are an eye · ſore, who are long · 
ing to ſee the Babylonians dei 
1 40a they may cry like the mali 
it. it, even to the foundation thereof, Plal. cxxxvii. 7. 
Pray, what is d cute of this difpolition, if it be 
i not the old enmity, older than our fathers, as old as 
Jacob and Efau, which laſt deſpiſed the bleſſing, nay 
as old as Cain, who flew his brother, nay more than 
all that, even as old as that ſentence, Gen. iii. 18 7 
will put between thee and the woman, an bes 
tween thy and her ſeed ? Do thoſe love Chriſt, 
2 1 wei 9 the glaſs of ordinances, 
" rein his glory 18 Have an er 
Mate the means of grace? yy ha 
25 Ie looks e thoſe that are too Sin e 
filed without public or private ordinances. How ma» 
5 ny are there that will eaſily caſt themſelves out of 2 
praying family, where — is a church in the houſe, 
into a family that is a ſynagogue of Satan, and where 
there is no temple for God? How unlike is this to 
the faints diſpoũtion? There is likewiſe a prevailing 
humour at. this day, amongſt many that ſeem to be 
ſome what, diſpofing them to caſt at public ordinan- 
ces on every turn, and to caft themſelves out of the 
temple, wit t deal of eaſe *. Strange! how un- 
like is this to We diſpoſition of ſaints towards ordi- 


ignant Edomites, Raſe it, rafe 


ed in heaven, it woukl be. theſe precious ordinances ! 
This ſays at leaſt, that ſaints was be driven out, 
and hone run out raſhly, and that the driving them 
out would be like the tearing a hungry babe from 


doe dreaſt, not without difficulty, becauſe they have 


= taſted that the Lord is gracious in ordinances. | 
Doss II. of exhortation. I'would hence exhort you, 
1.1 I. To pray for the peace of Jeruſalem, and the pre- 
* * author means the a 2 Old Diſſenters. 


troying the temple, that | 


. 
2 1 — wj— ods oa 


nances, that is ſuch, that if any thing could be miſſ- 


ſervation 


. th Ag OS 4204 > 


—— 
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Nen 


- God's temple, than to join 


with and rob poſterity 
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Gervation: and. \of the temple there. The 
enemies . heads, and 
threatening the ruin of it. Out unthankfulneſs for 
the late fignal deliverance by his Majeſty's feaſonable 
acceſſion to the throne, added to all our former ini» 
quities, threatens the — of the contrivances 
of a Popiſh and malignant party“ . Think with 
yourſelves how ye could di igeſt the ſight of our holy 
Jad beautiful. bouſe ſpoiled and deſtroyed by enemies. 
Would ye not miſs the temple, if ye have any part 
therein? O pray, pray then. Lift up a ery at this 
junQture. I 1 K. we have ſeen, that © Praying will 
do more for the peace of Jeruſalem, than drinking 
her confuſion will do to difturb it. 

2. Cleave to the temple of - 


-ordinances, 
come what will. It is better to lie about the rubbiſh ih of 


the ſ 
Thepurity of goſpel- ordinances has 


ue of Satan. 
much wreſtled 


for by the arch of Scotland, 5 unto 
blood. 


And let us dread treacherouf] 


to give up 


expence of their blood have tranſmitted unto us. 
They are too eafily ſatisfied, that will admit any. 
thing in the . room of the 
temple. 
3. Laſtly, Walk like thoſ that ſerve God in his 
temple, Jer. vii. 9. 10. Will ye fleal, murder, and 
commit adultery, and fwear falloly, and burn incenſe un- 
to Baal, and wakk eee ye know not: 
and come and ſtand before me in this houſe, which ts 
called by my name, and ſay, We are delivered to do 
all theſe abominations ? 15 ye pretend to ſerve God 
in his -temple, let it not be miſfed in your converſa- 
tion; let not the world, obſerving your life, have it 
ſo ſay, There is no temple there: nay, carry it in 
our hearts, and look like it in your ſecret walk, 
his is the way to convince the world, that there is 
a divine efficacy in ordinances. If ye behave other» _ 


gcc note, Page 35. 


viſe, 


of that which our fathers at the 


— 


- 


= feen . 


neceſſary to evidence your right 

out grace there can be no glory; and without the 

means of grace being effectual to you, there can be 

no grace. And ſo ye may come to that, Luke xiii. 

26. We have eaten and drunk in thy preſence, and thou 
haſt taug ht in our ſtreets. 

Now, a holy walk is a ie walk; Holineſe, 
| fays the pſalmiſt, becometh. thine houſe, C Lord, for 
ever, Pſal. xciii. ult. Every thing is holy there; the 
God of the temple is a holy God, even glorious in 
holineſs; the furniture is all holy, the exerciſes of it 
are holy; and the entertainment is holy. Therefore 
ye muſt be holy . . 
tion. More particularly, 
(.) Keep in the holy fire of love 8 lo- 
ving God | for his own lake,” and your. 2 for 
God's fake. ' 


world. None might come into the holy ground with 
money in his purſe about him, but only in his hand, 
Deut. xiv. 25. Nothing looks more unlike the tem- 
ple, than worldly- mindedneſs. 
(3.) Aim ſingly at the — of God in dude 
and be upright and ſincere in your religion, and be- 
ware of all by- ends. No man might make the holy 
ground a thoroughfare. | 
(4 ) Be 19 5 in your dealings with men, giving 
y man due. Take no advantage of the fim+ 
Ms, — ſeek to impoſe upon the more knowing and 
alert. Honeſty will always be found to be che beſt 
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( 7 Make ene of LON duties. 


temple was the bond that knit all Iſrael together. 
As you are members of the fame body, inhabitants 
of the ſame houſe, love one another, and be kindly 
affectioned to one another, embracing every oppor- 
tunity to do good to each other, and render ha the ſer- 


9 


vices you cas to your brother. 


wiſe, ye will bring up an-evil report on them. It is 


to heaven: for with 


(2. — to be heavenly, and live above. the 


my» 6 „ . 


The 


8e n. A bo. bg 
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s „ 


to the Saints en Bart. 4% 


6.) Be conſtant,” and take not your religion by 
firs and ſtarts, nor think to leave it in dark and difh- 
cult times, when hazards attend the profeſſion there- 
of, remembering that thoſe who are in the upper- 
houſe are before the throne of God, and ſerve him 
day and night in bis temple, Rev. vii. 15. And 
thus ſhall the Lord be on your fide, Pſal. exxxiv. 1. 
(..) Walk watchfully, and fo keep your garments 

clean, guarding againſt all enemies, andevery thing 

that would pollute you, and ſeduce you from your ſted- 
faſtneſs. Lhere was one that went the round through 


the temple-guards ; and if he found any aſleep on his 


duty, he beat him, and might ſet fire to his garments, 
in order to awaken him from his ſupine ſecurity. 
Hearken to the voice of Chriſt in this matter, Rev. 
xVi. 15. Bleſſed is he that watcheth, and. keepeth bis 
garments, left he walk naked, and they ſee his ſbame. 

(8.) Laftly, Be much in temple-exerciſes, ſuch as 


hearing the word, meditation, prayer, godly conference, 


and in practiſing all the other duties required of the 
followers of the Lord Jeſus. — _ ae 


Jn * 
e 


Sermon III. Preached at Maxton, Saturday, Aug. I 3. 
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HE Lord dwelleth in Zion, and in his temple 
there doth every one ſpeak of his glory, Pſal. 
xxix. 9. for-there much of his beauty and excellency 
is to be ſeen. The temple. of old was the place of 
God's ſpecial preſence, where he manifeſted his glo- 
ry to his people, and: to which they were to turn 
their eyes when they addreſſed him by prayer. Hence 
the ſaints delighted in the ſervices of that holy place; 
they, like David, loved the habitation of his houſe, and 
the place where his honour dwells. To be baniſhed 
from the temple-worſhip, or deprived of opportunities 
of waiting on God in the then ordinances, was very 
Wt 2016 3h . | — - grievous 


4 


Frievous to his 


5 minds, however hard their lot and u 
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people, and they ardently longed to 
reſtored to the bleſſed privilege of again appear · 


his 

e erg Cod ?_ſ{aid David when in this ſituation. 
ay, they even envied the felicity of the ſparrows 

- and fwallows, which built their neſts in the tabernacle, 


baniſhment from the houſe of the Lord. The like 
is the caſe of the ſaints now with reſpect to the tem - 


le of 
houſe of the Lord, and take pleaſure in every inſti - 
tution of worſhip and ſervice ap ir ex- 
alted Head and King. They delight in his temple, 
on account of the diſplays of his grace and mercy 
which he vouchſafes them, on account of the rich 


furniture that is to be ſeen therein, the noble exerciſes 


in which they are employed, and the royal entertain- 
ment afforded them. Their hearts are fo much ſet 
on the ordinances, that they would rather part with 
all worldly accommodations, nay even life itſelf, than 

be deprived of thoſe bleſſed means by which they en- 
Joy communion with God, and receive the tokens of 

115 love. They are unhappy and quite uneaſy with- 


out them; and when privileged with theſe ordi- - 


nances, and manifeftations of the divine love and fa- 
vour to their ſouls in their attendance u 
they are at eaſe, and the 


peace. of God fills their 
nproſperous 
as may be. While 


their condition in other reſpe 


7K, they live in the world, they can never weary of tem- 


ple ordinances and ſervice; nay the longer they 
are engaged in them, their hearts will be more 
glued to them; and in waiting on the Lord therein, 
they will find their ſtrength renewed, their love in- 
famed, and their defires quickened after more en- 
larged views of the glory of their God and Redgemer, 


and after an uninterrupted communion with him in 


the heavenly Jeruſalem. But theſe ordinances, how- 


ever 5 


„ 


ing before the Lord in the courts of his houſe; to ſee 
is power and his glory. When Hall I come and ap- 


* 
il r S 


and thought them happier than they were in their 


goſpel · ordinances. They love to tread in the | 


pon them, 


FX - * 
— 


— 


nor miſſed IO FT Oy $3 
ever excellent in themſelves, and however deſireable 
in the efteem of the ſaints, are only calculated for 
this life; they are only glaſſes through which fome 
faint image of the glory gw grace of God. is to be 
diſcerned; means whereby communication and inter- 
courſe between God and the ſouls of his people takes 
place; they are but lattices through which they get 
a paſſing view of the King of glory. When _— 
arrive in the other world, all theſe ordinances: will 
_ ceaſe; the ſaints take their leave of them on the 
brink of the Jordan of death, and have no more uſe 
of them in that happy land of glory. In the church 
on earth there are precious ordinances, and theſe the 
faints love with an endeared affection; but in the 
church triumphant there is no te nor are any 
temple · ordi to be ſeen there. Hence John 
4 in the words of our text, 'Z /aw no temple therein: 

y? the place of it is amply ſupplied, by the im- 
mediate enjoyment of God poo the Lamb: for, adds 
he, the 1 God Almighty, and ths Lamb, are the 
temple Fit. 

At a late ſacramental 6 
words, and, after a large textual diviſion and explica- 
tion of them, I obſerved the following doctrine, as 
comprehending the ſcope and ſubſtance of the text, 
viz. 

Dor. If the ſaints could 7 any thing i in : heaven, 
it would be the precious ordinances. But they are not 
there, and yet they are not miſſed there. | 
Under this doctrine I e to conſider and FY 
luſtrate two points, viz. 

Foix I. If any thing could be miſſed in "ORR 
by the ſaints, it would be the precious ordinances. , 

Point II. The precious ordinances are not in hea- 
2 there is no temple there, and it is not miſſed 

i Foun 
On the aforementioned occaſion I diſcuſfed the firſt 
point, and ſhewed at large in what reſpects the ordi- 
nances are fo precious * 2 ſaints, —— 
| 2 miſs 
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miſs any thing in heaven, it would be theſe. I alfs 
gave the reaſons of this their eſteem of them, found- 
ed on the precious furniture in the temple of goſpel- 


ordinances, the pleaſant exerciſes in which they are 


employed there, and the glorious entertainment they 


meet with therein. And I made ſome * im- 


r e of the point. 


I now to the next point, viz. 


Poix r II. That the precious ordinances are : not in 
heaven ; there ol no remple there, and it is not miſſed | 
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this our ſtate of imperfection ; and but little that we 


can know of them, in regard of our ſhallow and child- 
like capac And in conſequence of this, there are 

two ways ot forming our notions of them, much in- 
liſted an in the holy ſcripture, both arguing the weak- 
neſs of our capacity. 


1. The way of fimilitudes taken from earthly things: 


Hence ſaid Chriſt to Nicodemus, John iii. 12. 1 


have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, hau 


Hall ye believe i I tell jeu of heavenly things ? 'This 


way is a great help to our weak capacities, Hoſ. xii. 


10. T:have uſed ſimilit udes, by the miniſtry of the pro- 
phets. And becauſe none of theſe can fully reſemble 


heaven and heavenly things, therefore there are ſimi- 
litudes heaped together, that one may help out where. 
another is defective. But if ever we come to glory, 


we will find that all of them together have not in- 


ſormed us of all that is there. Thus God in Chriſt 


is held forth to us under the notion of a King, a ay 
- fician, a Huſbandman, Sc.; heaven as a king's 

| lace, a city with walls, gates, and ſtreets, the wall 
of jaſper, the gates of pearls, the ſtreet of gold, yea 


the whole city of gold. Byt no wiſe man will expect 


gold or pearls there; but theſe are the moſt addicts 
things on earth, and therefore fitteſt to form high 
thoughts of heaven 3 in us by way of fimilitude. Thus 


in 


3 nor miſſed Here 
in the text, The Lord God Almighty, ande die Lamb, 


are the temple of it. The 

2. The of negation, removing from heaven 
and heavenly things all that argues im n, 
however it be comparatively perfect on earth. Thus : 


ve are taught that God is infinite, that is, his per- 
fections — no boundaries; that he is eternal, ha- 
ving no beginning nor ending; that he is unehange- 
able, having no . or ſhadow of turning, 
though all are poſitive s mr God. N 
in thoſe that — held out to us in poſitive terms, 

we not feel our childiſh conceptions labouring to graſp 
them in 2 poſitive manner, naturally fall down into 
this way of negation ? Hence ſays the apoſtle, 1 

iii. 2. Now are we the fons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we fball be: but we know, that when he 
Hall appear, we ſhall be like him ; for we ſpall ſee him 
as mois ot: is. So the holy God with us, is the God that 
will do no iniquity; the true God, he that cannot lie, 
Sc. And thus are we taught concerning heaven. 
* Is immortality a negative thing? No ſure. Or is 
the joy, eaſe, and happineſs of heaven fo? But thoſe 
that ſpeak to children, muſt ſpeak as they will beſt 
underſtand them; and etefole we are told, Rev. 
xxi. 4. that in heaven God fball wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there ſhall be no mare avs; nei- 
ther ſorrou, nor crying, neither ſball there be any” 
more pain: for the former things are paſſed away. 
And thus in the text we are told, there is no temple 
in heaven. The temple of goſpel- -ordinanees, with 
the appurtenances thereof, is Fg beſt thing in the 
world; yet it argues imperſeQtion. And therefore 
to form a notion of heaven in our weak minds, we 


rare told in the text, that there is no temple there, not 


will quick] 


to ſhew us any defect in heaven, but the perfection 

of it, that even the temple is not miſſed there. We 

find ourſelves miſted even in this: b 

take the followin g gleanings of this harveſt of glory. 

F. "oſt There are/no — there. Theſe 
E 3 are 


— 


N F — 
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vemple-ordinancet not in Heaven, 
are in the eyes of the ſaints the moſt beautiful inſtitu- 
tions on the face of the earth; and this makes them 


ſo tenacious of them, to the wonder of the world. 
They are means of grace, means to beget it, maintain 


and increaſe it, and therefore cannot be wanted in 


the world, But they are not in * and 2 are not 
miſſed there. For, 

1. Grace is-perfected there. Heb. xii. 23. we read 
of the ſpirits & juſt men, made perfeft. The ſcaffold- 
ing is taken down, and never miſſed, when once the 
houſe is finiſhed. The fails are — down, and the 


anchor is laid by, when once the ſhip is come ſafe 


into the harbour. And the precious ordinances are 
© bonourably laid afide, when the ſaints are perfected, 


and the myſtery of God is finiſhed, Eph. iv. 11, 12, 

2. They are ſet down at the ſpring⸗ head there, and 
ſo ths pipes of conveyance are not miſſed, Rev. vii. 
ult. For the Lamb which is in the midſt of the throne, 
| ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters. While they were abſent from the Lord, the 
fountain of living waters, they could not live they 
would have ſtarved for hunger, they would have been 
ſcorched with thirſt intolerable, if they had not got 
their mouths laid to the conduit-pipes of ordinances, 
in which the influences and communications of grace 
run here. But immediate * leaves no uſe 
for them in heaven. 

Here, by the by, it is neceffary to tell you, that 
the immediate enjoyment of God in heaven is not 
oppoſed to the enjoyment of him in Chriſt. The 
{cripture ſpeaks of no other way of fallen Adam's ſons 
enjoying him, in time or eternity, but in Chriſt. 
For ſeeing the union betwixt Chriſt and the ſaints is 
never diffolved, but they-remain his members for e- 
ver, the members cannot be ſuppoſed but to draw 
their life from the head, ſeeing that which is inde- 

dent on the head, as to vital influence, is no mem-. 
= So then Chriſt ſhall remain the everlaſting bond 
of, union betwixt God and the ſaints, from i 
N cir 


| "their eternal life ſhall ſpring. And to this agree the 


following paſſages, John xvii. 2. 3. As thou baſt gi- | 


ven him power over all fleſh, that he ſbould grve eter- 


nal life to as many as thou ha given him. And this 
is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true 


God, and Feſus Chrift whom thou haſt ſent. Rev. vii. 
17. For the Lamb which is in the midſt of the throne, 
all feed them, and ſball lead them unto living foun- 
tains of waters. Chap. xxi. 23. The glory of God did 
lighten the heavenly city, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof. But this immediate enjoyment of God in 
heaven, is oppoſed to thoſe external means and ordi- 
nances that we enjoy God by here; for indeed they 
are not there. Ae | CHE IE 

Here I ſhall mention ſeveral means and ordinan- 
ces which -are not in heaven, nor miſſed there, as, 
1. Prayer. 2. Praiſe. 3. The Sabbath. 4. The read- 
ing of the Bible. 5. The preaching of the word. 
6. Sacraments, I ſhall defer the conſideration of all 

theſe except the laſt to another opportunity.” - _ 

1 fay then, There will be no ſacraments in heaven. 
There is no temple-baptiſm,- no temple-ſupper there. 
Theſe are the precious ſeals of the everlaſting mar- 
Tiage-covenant, and therefore glorious in the eyes of 
the ſaints. Though they are fimple things in them- 
ſelves, and in the eyes of the world, yet the ſtamp of 
divine authority on them, the efficacy of them, and 
the ſacramental union, make them a moſt glorious 
part of the temple-ordinances. Bleſſed be our God, 
that there is a temple here, a communion-table to be 
covered here for you. Ariſe and eat, and prepare for 
your journey to heaven; get your paſs for Immanuel's 
land ſealed now. For there are no ſacraments, no 
communion-table there, nor miſſed there. For, 

1. The marriage-ſupper of the Lamb is there, Rev. 
xx. g.; and therefore the feaſt of eſpouſals that we 
have here, will never be miſſed there. The former 
excels the latter, as far as glory does grace. There 


are 
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ment? Aud he was ſpeechleſs. | 
to yourſelves, and apply to the Maſter of the feaſt 
no by faith for the wedding-garment, namely, the 


be 


are many differences betwixt theſe; I ſhall now only 
name four, referving others till another diſcourſe. 
(.) There are no perſons there wanting the wed- 
8 for it ĩs written, Rev. xix. 8. that fo 
r the Lamb's wife] was granted, that ſbe ſbould be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white : for the fine 
linen is the righteouſneſs of ſaints. There may be many 
that will get but a forry welcome at the feaſt of eſpou- 
fals here, like the man ſpoke of, Matth. xxii. 12. who 


came in to the wedding of the king's fon without a 


wedding-garment; to whom the king ſaid, Friend, 
how came thou in hither, not having 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt; that ye may not afterwards 
(.) There are none there but get a meſs out of 
the King's band; but here many go as they come, 
empty, and worſe. They may get Judas” portion, 
Satan entering with the ſop; at get but 
bread and wine out of the ſervants hand. As for the 
hidden manna wrapt up there, they never taſte it O 
cry this night, that Gdd would put you among the 
children, and give you their portion. . 
(3.) There is never a dead foul in heaven; but alt 


who are there are raiſed out of the grave of a natural 


ſtate. Burt here there are many who were never rai- 


ſed up, but like walking ghoſts fit down at the Lord's 


table in the grave-cloaths of an unregenerate ſtate, 
and fo they cannot feed on Chriſt. Examine your- 
ſelves then whether ye be born again or not, and whe- 
ther ye have any grace or not. e 
(4-) There is never a ſleeping foul there; but the 
ſpikenard of all who are there is ſending out its plea- 
fant ſmell. Here believers may be afleep even at the 
table; their graces not in exerciſe, their faith lying 
dormant, their repentarice bound up, Sc. and ſome 
idol of jealouſy with them, that will a 
ng 


— 
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| King to turn away his face from them. Therefore 
trim your lamps, O ye virgin profeſſors, that are go- 
ing out to meet the Bridegroom to-morrow. 


1 ſhall proceed no farther in the doctrinal part of 
this ſubject, but conclude at preſent with ſome prac- 
tical improvement of what has been faid. | 


Is there no temple, and no remple-ordinances in 


heaven? Then do your temple-work in the day 


thereof, and delay it not. The temple is not for 
ever; therefore up and be doing. If ye aſk what is 


your temple - work, and particularly at this time? I 


1. To take the candle in your hand, and ſearch 


out the old leaven of ſin. Awake, ſecure ſinners, 


that have ſlept ſo long, and beſtow a ſerious thought 
on your periſhing ſouls. Awake, ſleepy conſciences, 


before in hell ye lift up your eyes. Retire, and ſet 


ur conſciences in the light of God's word, even his 


holy Iaw ; and. ſearch out the leavened ſtate ye are or 


have been lying im, namely, the gall of bitterneſs and 


reigning corruption of nature, the ſour ſtate of wrath. 


ye are or have been in. Search out your particular 


fins of heart, lip, and life, fins of commiſſion and 
omiſſion, &r. Ye. may read the A ſembiys Larger 
_ Catechiſm, on what is required and what is forbidden 
in each of the ten commandments; and read every - 


anſwer with application to yourſelves. This is a ne- 


ceſſary and profitable exerciſe before going to a com- 


munion-table, that will tend to impreſs your hearts 
with a deep ſenſe of guilt in many points, which o- 
therwiſe may paſs unobſerved, and make you ſee your 
great need of Chriſt and his atoning blood to cleanſe 
- N 
2. Cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt offered to you in the 
golpel. This is the great end of temple- ordinances. 
aving conſidet ed your own ſinfulneſs and miſery, let 
your conſciences anſwer that queſtion, Milt thou be 
made whale * Wilt thou take a Saviour to ſave you 


from 
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© » — N ww ſi» = _ 
- : q 
\ 4 


58 Temple-ordinariter not in Heaven, 


from your fins, in the guilt and power of them ? 
This is the temple-offer. Then go thy way to 


knees, and confeſs thy ſinfulneſs and miſery ; whi 
done, catch hold of 


e word of 'grace in the goſpel- 
offer, II. Iv. 1. Ho, every one that thirfleth, come ye 
to the waters, and he that hath no money; come yes 
buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
money, and without price. Rev. xxii. 17. The Spirit 
and the bride fay, Come. And let him that heareth, 


ay, Come. And let him that is athirſt, came: and 


 wheſocever will, let him take the water of life Freely. 
John vi. 37. Him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe 
caſt out. Immediately a 


in as expreſs words as you can, ſay from your hearts, 
you take God in Chrit for your the Father for 
your Father in him, the Son for your Saviour, and 
the Holy Spirit for your SanQtifier. You take Chriſt 
in the marriage-covenant for your Head and Huſ- 
band, giving yourſelves from that moment to him, 
to be his only, wholly, and for ever. Take him in 
all his offices. And, if you pleaſe, take the ſtones 
and timber of the place witneſſes, that the bargain 
is cloſed for eternity, and to be ſealed here to- mor- 
_ i | 
3- Purge 
Caft away from you all your tranſgreſſions, whereby ye 
have tranſgreſſed, and make 
new ſpirit ; for why will ye die, © houſe of Iſrael ? 
For I have na pleaſure in the death of bim that dieth, 
faith the Lord God: wherefore turn yaurſelves, and 


A 


live ye. Repent of and turn from your ſins. Re- 


pentance will go. the better that ye have accepted o 
Chriſt by faith for ſanctification, as well as juſtifica- 
tion. Mourn over your ſins, as one mourneth for his 


enly ſon, and be in bitterneſs. for them, as one that 1s 


»The author has given particular inftrutions relative to this 
important duty, in his Memgrial concerning perſonal and famth 
falling. annexet to his View of the covenant of grace; and in a ſet 
ef excellent ſermons on Jer. IL. 4 5- not yet publiſhed. | 


pply this word of grace, and, 


out che old leaven: Ezek. xviii. 31. 32. TI 


van a new heart, and a 


as weed} as £m. 


nor "miſſed there. ; hy a 59 * 
in bitterneſs for his firft-born, Zech. xii. 10. Write 
a bill of divorce to all your idols, and take, an eternal 

farewell of them; and be ſure that the Delilah luſt 
do not eſcape, bur fet a particular mark of indigna-, 
tion upon it. If your heart begin to draw, back, re- 
member 'that the offending right hand muſt be cut 
off, and the offending eye plucked out, or ye periſh. 
4. Light the lamps, that they may be burning, 
when the Lord comes to meet. you in his temple; 
Cant. i. 12. Let your ſpikenard ſend forth the fmell 
thereof. -Stir up faith to believe the doctrines of the 
goſpel, and to feed on Chriſt. Let the fire of love 
to a crucified Saviour be blown up into a flame, and 
into hatred of fin. Open your mouth wide in hun- 
and thirſt after Chriſt. And be filled with thank- 
neſs for the glorious work of redemption, and his + 
mercy and grace towards you. Now I know,” 
= — is ordinarily flow work; and there 
are many off-puts 23 7 it is be- 
„ people are apt to draw away their hand again. 
| Bur I beſeech you, conſider that — ſouls are Hing 
at ſtake, and the temple-doors may be cloſed upon 
you, ere the time to which you put off this great 
work come, and ye may be in eternity before then. vu 
And remember there is no temple in that endleſs pe- | 
2. Temple-work is always difficult work; and no BK 
wonder, for it is a great work. We have weak hands, | 
and there is much oppoſition, from without, from 
the devil and the world; and from within, from our | 
- own hearts; But be of good courage and reſolute, 
remembering that there is no temple in heaven: and- 
therefore, IDEs —_ 
(t.) This work muſt be done now or never. If ſe © 
be once turned out of the temple here, there will be i 
no more working for eternity. There are two fixed 
points, the upper, namely, heaven, where the glori- 
hed are, and there is no temple there; the lower, 
namely hell, and there the damned are, and there is 


NO 


= 
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no temple there; for holineſs is perfected in the one, 
and wickedneſs ſettled on her own baſe in the other, 
never to be removed. We only are in the moveable 
Nate; therefore the great ſalvation muſt be attended 
to now or never. | Mages a 
( 2.) Though it be fore work, it will not be tedious. 
It is but the work of a few days. The ſhadows of 
the evening are ſtretched out already, and the night 
is come, when the labourers will be looſed from their 
work; for there is no temple in the heavenly ſtate. 
. * (3+) Laſthy If it be fore work, it will have a glo- 
rious reward. For the workers ſhall be brought there, 
where there is no temple, and yet not miſſed there; 
where they ſhall have an unceaſing and uninterrupted 
communion with God and the Lamb, without the in- 
tervention of ordinances, which are much more than 
_ ſufficient to ſupply the place of theſe : for God and the 
Lamb are the temple in the heavenly cit. 

I I ſhall only further add, and fo conclude, Do not 
weary of. your temple-life here. Look not on the 
bands laid on you in the femple as too ſtrait, nor on 
the work as a heavy yoke, for you will put it off with- 
in a little. How unworthy are they of eternal reſt, 

that cannot digeſt labouring for a little while! Sub- 
mit to your condition in the temple with cheerfulneſs 
of ſpirit, as it is the command of your God, and ; 
our preparation for the place where no temple is. 
he active and indefatigable in the profecution of your 
temple-buſineſs, knowing that you ſhall ſoon- be 
- tranſplanted to the city that hath foundations, whoſe 
Builder and Maker is God; to a ſtate where there is 
no imperfection, but Gad is all in all; to the cele · 
ſtial city where no temple is. > _ 


= =— 
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Sermon IV. Preached at Maxton, Sabbath evening, 
Dogs be Aug. 14. 1715. a 
Ir would be a token, that ye have not been kept in 

| the outer court this day, if you have got a view of 


. : the 


vor miſſed ib. a 27 
che eiten glory Aenne gloty 
is all but borrowed from Chriſt. - Any glory that ig 
in the temple-ordiriances,' is a reflex of the of 

Him that is greater than the temple. It is-theiſtamp 
of divine authority ſeen on ordinances, the preſence 
of God them, and in the ſacrament the ſacra- 

mental -union betwixt the ſigns and thing: 

peroeived by an eye of faith, that makes them glotiobs 
in the believer's eye. And they that ſee and feel 
none of theſe things, will be in no hazard of miſſing 
them Tore, come What will, if they can get that 

- which lies nearer theic hearts than Chriſt and ordi - 
nances. But thoſe that have met with Chriſt in. che 

ordinances, and thoſe alſo that are mourning under 
a difappointment, as they will be glad chere is no 
temple in the celeſtial city, ſo it will be the comfort 
of their ſouls that yet there is a temple hete, where 
ſouls: may get a mediate enjoy ment, till hey come to 
the — od one. Good reaſon have br for this 
value 3 ſet on ordinances, that if” they could miſs 

2 ng in heaven, it would be theſe. 

eſterday I entered upon à ſecond point of do- | 

trine plain, intimated in the text, vin. 

'PornT IL That .the ordinances are-not in 
Wia There is n and it 15 ner wen 
1 

Upon this branch 1 ave ſhewed, that there ave 
two ways by which we form our notions-of God and 
heaven, in this our preſent traperfe ſtate; and theſe 
are by the way of finiilitude and negation, by com- 
pariſons - l from the moſt excellent chings on 
earth, and denying or abſtractiug from carthlyrhings 
whatever argues ĩmperfection or defect. 

then proceeded to ſhe that there en | 

_ ordinances in heaven, however -valucd and eſteemed - 

= the ſaints here, becauſe in-the-celeſtial ſtate grace 

ed, and the faints are artived at-the 
and fummitoffetiiy W all and ãn all, the 


2 5 . N everlaſting 


. 
* 7 
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everlaſting bond of union between God and the ſaints _ 


for ever and ever.. 


Then I enumerated Nen means 2 ordinances. 1 


which are not in heaven nor miſſed there, and il- 
luſtrated only one of them, viz. That there are no fa- 
craments R ular con- 
ſideration of the other means and ordinMces which 
ate precious to the ſaints here, but are not in heaven, 
nor miſſed there. 5 

1. There are no prayers there. Ham 5 is a tem- 


| p has ſerved the ſaints in the way home to their na- 
tive country. Then prayer ſhall be turned into 


obtained. Hence we Tad the ſaints repreſent- 


ed walking in heaven, Rev. 1 iii. 4. 4. and #t ng be- 
fore the . chap. vii. . bar never upon their 


knees or upon their faces, but when praiſing, ver. 


11. 12+ The cry of the fouls under the altar is repre- 
ſented: as in the temple, but it is not to be under - 
ſtood properly, ſeeing there is no temple in heaven. 


Yet praye ers are not miſſed there. For, 


Spirit of Chriſt puts into their mouths, and they 
ace not capable of other defires there; though ir be 
not ſo here, where, they have ſome deſires, which 


But when they arrive in heaven, what have the 
more to defire of our Father which is in heaven 
Then his name is hallowed, his kingdem is come, and 
his will is done. They have got La- daily bread, and 


have had their Ab forgiven them, as they forgave 


others ; and then they are "oc ever delivered ſromteng- 


tation. And therefore there remains nothing for 
them but to aſcribe to their almighty Sovereign h 


or ever. Amen. 


kin gdom, and the power, and the glory fe 
"(a4 As to che eee of this their hap- 


PY 


e-ordinance, which falls with it honourably,: after |} 


praiſing, and crying for -help into ſhouting for the 


ere are no wants there to be ſupplied. l 
petitions of the faints are granted, which the 


the Lord, in kindneſs to their ſouls, will not grant. 


„Seng. 


* 
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| | that, upon 
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py condition, Chriſt is there, living ever to make zue 
ceſſion for them, Heb. vii. 25. efficaciouſſy willing, 
the inſinite value of his ſufferings, 


a ſketch of which you have, John xvii. 24. Father, 
I will tha alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with 
me where 


their petitions into his hand from the temple below, 
yet being where he is, they will not mix their voice 
with his. th e 
2. There are no temple-praiſes there. Thoſe here 
are as like heaven as any thing out of heayen can be, 
though ſome ſit mute like fiſnes at them. How 
would theſe like heaven, where ſongs of praiſe ne- 
ver go out of the mouths of thoſe who are there? 


But no temple · praiſes are there; and they are ſo 


far from being miſſed there, that if the preſent tem- 
ple-praiſes were there, they would quite mar the har- 
(i.) The inſtruments are cracked by the fall, and 
they are not fit to be uſed in the praiſes in heaven, 
1 Cor. xv. 50. Fleſh and blood cannot inherit the king- 
dom” of God. They would not ſound with the air of 


Immanuel's land, in the beſt caſe ever they are in 


the temple: nay, tbey would undoubtedly be ftruck 
dumb, they would-burſt, break, and flee all in pieces 


there. And therefore that they may ſound in the 


temple here, the Lord ſpreads a cloud between the 
temple and the throne, Job xxvi. 9. So then they 
muſt be taken down and new made, and this corrup- 


tible put on incorruption, before they be fit for the | 


praiſes there. = 
(2.) There are always ſome jarring ſtrings, ſome 
miſtuned voices in temple- praiſes, that greatly mar 
the harmony. Look to the church at this day among 
profeſſors that praiſe the Lord, and among them that 
are fingers by office, If. Iii. 8. who are to go be- 
fore others in the work; how much jarring is there! 


F 2 a Look 


' TY 


their hap- 
pineſs be ſpun out through all the ages of eternity; 


am ; that they may behold my glory which 
thou haſt given me. And ſo although they ſent up 


bp. 


= 


” a 


<< 23 not 2 Heaven, 4 
Look into families, O what jarring is there! Look 
into thine own heart at its beſt, is there ever wanting, 


Dns or other to mar the harmony there? Gal. 
v. 17. For the 92 lufteth againſt the Spirit, and the 


Spirit againſt the fleſb F* - theſe are contrary the one 


3 the other. The fenſe of this makes 
_ aſhamed to let their voice be heard, though the Lord 
cam take- pleaſure in it as it is: Cant. ii. 14. Let me 
hear thy voice, ſays Chriſt to the ſpouſe; for ſweet is 
thy voice. 

-(3-) At beſt they ſound too low. The miſtuned 
tunes of the are too low for the upper 
houſe. Aud therefore the faints, when they come 
there, get a new ſony to ling, Rev. v. 9. Indeed there 
is fo much of heaven in the temple, that the words 
and matter of the ſongs of the temple, T hon art war- 
#hy to take the book, and to open the feals thereef : for 
*how waſt flain, and haſt redeemed: us to Cod by thy 
bled, 8c. are the fame with the ſong in glory: but 
they get a ouite new tune to it there, which it enters 
not into the heart of ma to conceive! here; and that 
makes it a new ſorg. The fweet finger of Ifrach 
found himfelf oftew out of breath ia the tem- 
_ pie-praifes; be could not raiſe the ſong to the height. 
he Nined; and therefore be calls to ſun, moon, 
frars, S earth, dragons, . deeps, &c. to help 
ap with it, Pal. cxivir. But now he bas o con. 
Plaint to make of bis ſing ing in hearem 
3. Fhere is —— in heaven. is 
the bleſſed day here, and the day of bleſſing, the beft 
day that ever dawned in the world fince Adam's fall. 
Men can make no holy days, becauſe they cannot fix 
. a bleſſing to a day: but God has made his day, fo 
at it is not to be reckoned among the reſt, becauſe 
he put a particular bleſſing in it, - which the faints- 
oſten fuck the ſap of in the temple. But there is no 
 fabbath there, and it is not mifled, | 
Becaufe they have an everlaſting day there. The 
ſun never * 1 

ways 


ts often 
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ſoul, ſo that they 


whom. the fulneſs of the Gedhead dwelleth bedily ; 


Sh ow 
; der miſſed there. + _ — v0 
in its meridian brightneſs; Rev. xxi. 25: There 


= Frey 


ſhall be no night there.. And that day is an ever- 


laſting ſabbath, Heb. iv. 9. There remaineth a reft 
3 or keeping of a ſabbath] fo the people 
labouring days are over then; they 
labours, and „ an eternal repoſe. 
And amongſt all the multitude there, there will not 
be one that will have the leaſt thought running 
through the heart, laying, When will the fabbath be 
over ? 

4. There will be no reading of the word in a Bible 
there. Here it often brings down heaven into the 
can ſay with David, At midnight 1 
will riſe to give thanks unto thee, licenſe of thy fs 


| Feous judgements, Pal. cxix. 62. And I am fure, if 


they were allowed to carry any thing out of earth away 
to heaven with them, it would be their Bibles. But, 
ye faints, ye muſt c'en dro EN your. Bibles, as Elijah 
did his mantle, when -the chariot appears, to 


carry you to the land of .glory ry: * no Libles are 
them 


there, and ye will not m 6 
_ (1+) Becauſe there is a more clear body of divinity 
t in the ſaints hand in heaven, even Chriſt, in 
Rey. 
xxi. 3. Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his people, 


and God himſelf ſball be with them, and be their God. 


They will have the perfect light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt - Fa 


And though nothing on earth can make up the loſs 


of the Bible, yet the full enjoyment of the perſonal 
Word will never let the written word be miſſed. 
| (2+) Becauſe they have the full enjoyment and clear 


diſcovery of the thing there that is wrapt up in the 


word here. The bride will never miſs the Bride- 
groom's picture drawn in. the word, when ſhe has 


dis immediate embraces; nor yet the looking-glaſs 
wherein the glory of the Lord appears, 


when ſhe ſees 
face to face. The ſaints will not mils the map of the 
n holy 


— 
2 


a 


* 
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che ſtreets of it. Though there be no Bible there, 


ory will be a complete and clear commentary om it, 
d loofe all the hard and re 3 

ty; {o that the leaſt faint tat is 
what puzzles the greateſt heads now. 

. e is no preaching of the, word there. That 
is 2 precious temple-otdinance, 1 Cor. i. 21. N plea- 


fed Gad by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave them that 


believe. See the uſe of it, arid the term of its conti- 
nuance, Eph. iv. 11. 12. 13. He gave ſome, a 

And ſome, prophets ; and ſome, evangelifls ; and ſame, 
Saftets and teachers: for the perfetting of the ſaints, 
For the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying of #he bo- 
of Chrift : till ue all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unte a perfet? 
man, unto the meaſure 


is, while the world ſtands, Matth. Xxvili. ur. Ma- 


ny a time ſaints have been beholden to it for direc- 
| inſtruction, comfort, upſtirring, &c. and ordi- 
narily for their converſion, Rom. x. 194 Faith cometh ..- 


Dy hearing. But there is no preaching in heaven, 
and it is not miſſed there. For, * 


(.) There they ſhall be fed by the immediate hand 
of the chief Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls, Rev. vii. 


alt. 


Moſes? with will be the ſaints in petfec · 


tion, Numb. xi. 29. Would God that all the Lord's 


people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his 


| Spirit upon them. They will need no teachers then, 


for their knowledge ſhall be perfect. He that ſup 


plies to them the want of the text, the holy Bible, 
will much more ſupply the want of ſermons upon it. 


4 80 There are no finners to convert in heaven, 
1 Kings vi. 7. ; no weak ſaints there to be ſtrengthen- 


ed and ftirred up, no meurners ro be comforted, none 
_ fearful to be encouraged and heartened, G. 
6. 1 mentioned in the preceding 22 

ö | | "bes 


4 , 
 / 
- 


* 
oy city drawn int the Bible, while they are wilking | 
ey will ſee more into it that ever. The light of 


ler: 


of the flature of the fulneſs of 
I Ar. It muſt ſtand while the temple ſtands, that 


— 


— 


* 


, „„ 


there ate no fneraments im heaven, no eommunon 
table chere, and that they are not miffed there. For, 
..) The martizge-ſupper of the Lamb is therez 


and therefore the feaſt of eſpoulſals, which the ſaints 
cole he Wiſer 


ill never be miſſed. The former far ex- 
on CONT 


1 obſerved four things wherein the 
61.1 There are none there wanting the wedding - 


1. 
2.J There are none there but get a meſs out of 
the King's hand, even the hidden manna. 

"[3-] There is never a dead foul there, but they 
are all quickened by the Spirit of Chriſt. 
14. There is never a ing foul there, but all 
their graces lively, and in full exerciſe. 1 go on te 
add, 


[ J There is no banner in the banquetin houſe 
there. Ye have not looked well about you, if ye fam 
it not in the banque 
ye not hear the voice from the temple, ſaying, 
for ye muſt work; Eat, for ye have a great | 
to go; Eat, for ye muſt rife — fight, your city | 
enemies will be upon you; and ye muſt not ſubmit 
to them, nor make league or truce with them; and 
ye muſt not flee, but fight them? But there is no 
temple in heaven, and therefore that voice is not 
heard there, but an everlaſting found, Via 


| ictory, vic- 
wy for evermore ; for there the Captain of the Lord's 
ho 


lays by the banner, the ſoldiers put uptheir ſwords, 


ent, being all clothed with the righteouſneſs _ © 


ting-houſe here, Cant. ii. 4. — - 


and put on their crowns; for the 3 oy ſee = 


to-day, they will ſee no more there. - . 
56. ] There is no drawing of the table there. News, | 
eternity is a neceffary ingredient in perfect happineſs. 
Ye fee our temple table is drawn already, and, if the 
jets of enemies miſcarry not, there may be fad. 
work ete it be covered again. But there is no temple 
in. heaven, and therefore the table is never drawn 


theres Luke xiv. i 5: ak is be that ball eat bread _ 
in 


— 


—— 


68 Temple ordinancet not in Heaven, 


4 


| fot the fear of the loſs of it is inconſiſtent with per- 
* 


ed but one hundred and eighty days, Eſth j 
the marriage ſupper of the Lamb will laſt 


will be as freſh, ſweet, and delicious to the * as 
when my firſt ſat down at it. 
[7.] There are no diſappointments Hare... 


the temple-table is covered, diſappoi 


intments are rea- 


his right hand, they are not ſo ill fare as ye imagine. 


— —— 


-ſharpen your appetite after a meal to your ſouls, and 
cauſe you reſolutely to hang on about the Lord's hand, 


they will be ſuch a ſauce to an after enjoyment, as 


pouſe, 4nd go o about the city in the ſtreets, and in the 


. 
1 ways 
| fought him, but I . him not. The ies that go 
about the city, found me: to whom I ſaid, Saw ye him 
whom my ſoul loveth? It was but a little that I paſſed 
l held him, and would not let him go, until I had brought 
him into my mother”s houſe, and into the chamber of her 
that conceived .me. But left-hand diſappointments 


after the world and luſts; and ſo the 


gratifications, like thoſe. mentioned Numb. xi. 4.5. 


in the kingdom of Cod. If their feaſt could. ever have 
* an. end, the ſaints would not be fully happy there; 


fect bliſs. The longeſt feaſt we read of on earth laſt 
4- But 
ever and 
ever; and after millions of ages are paſt and gone, it 


— 
, 
e aa X«® a 


dily one diſh at that feaſt ; and Soy are ſometimes, 
all that falls to the ſhare of ſome of the children of 
the — But if the Lord reach them to you with 
How may we know that? ſay ye. I anſwer, If they 
come that way, they will be appetiſing, they will 
bo ye be filled. And Epen will find the good of 
= them afterwards, fo that though they be bitter now, 


will make it more ſweet than otherwiſe it would have 5 
2 Cant. iii. 2.5. I will riſe now, ſays the 


will ſeek him 8 55 my ſoul leveth: 1 
* from them, but 1 found him whom my foul loveth: I 


blunt the appetite after Chriſt, and make it more keen 
poor creature 
goes to ſeek what it 73 4 in Chriſt, in theſe finful. 


| 8. The mixed multitude that was among them, fell * 
th lufting and the children f iſrael alſo wept again, 


* 
_ r ˙ U UT TTY N_T 7 


1 20 —— not in Boren, | 


| to perſuade themſelves of God's love by 


and jealouſies of the Lord's love, whatever reaſon they, 
now pretend to build their e on, will then, 
as aſhamed, hide their faces, wrappin themſelves 
up in everlaſting obſcurity, where the ſhall never 4 
one glance of them more, The ſaints will not be ſet 
arks and 
| figns, but ſhall have a perfect intuitive knowledge of 
it. They will ſee with their own eyes the room which 
they had from all eternity in the heart of * Fa- 
| ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 1 | 
7. The temple-government is not in heaven. That 
is a precious temple-ordinance, as neceſſary to the 
church as the political government to the ſtate, a helm 
to the ſhip, or the walls and gates attended by the 
porters were to the Jewiſh temple, to keep it from 
profanation.. 80 Jeſus Chriſt has appointed a temple- 
government, 1 Cor. xii. 28. God hath ſet ſome in the 
ehurch, firft apoſtles, fecondarily prophets, thirdly 
teachers, after that miracles, then 77025 of healings,, 


, governmentr, diverſtic of tongues. Heb. wii 


17. Obey them that babe the rule over you, and ſubmit. 
= yourſelves. And this government he Hath lodged in 
1. the hands of church-officers acting in parity, Matth. 
b . IXX-/25, 26. Te know that, the princes of the Gentiles 
exertiſe dominion over them, and they that are great 
exerciſe authority upon them. But it ſball not be. ſo 
you :- but whoſoever will be great among you, 
let him be your minifter. This government is a great 
eye · ſore to many; and ſome are very indifferent a- 
bout it: but to many of the ſaints, eſpecially in tbis 
church, it has been dearer than the apple of their eye, 
— they have wreſtled for the maintenance and reco- 
of it even unto blood; whoſe example we ought - 
. 8 ollow, as we are walled. 2 
I know ſome will be ſaying with Judas tn another 


caſe, What needs all this waſte? what matters it 


whether this or the other form of government take 
place in the church? I Hope, Sirs, ye will allow us 


the utmoſt concern for holineſs, the repairing of the 


* 


nor miſid there. 71 
loſt image of God in us. And if fo, ye will allow 
us the ſame for the means leading us thereto: - 

for in vain will ye grant us to look after the -end, if 
ye will not allow us the means, to wit, temple-ordi- 
nances, all which have an eye to the place where no 
temple is. Now, what makes a thing a proper means 
for holineſs, bũt a word of divine appointment or in- 
ſtitution? Tour bread would be no more proper 
means to feed you than a ſtone, if it wanted the word 
of divine appointment for that end. And if ye think 
leſs may ſerve to make a thing a proper means of ho 
_ lineſs, of feeding your bodies, I doubt if ye know - 
any thing either of God or holineſs. Seeing it is ſo 
then, let thoſe that would ſet up another form of go- 
vernment, ſhew us the word of divine intment 
for it, or let them annex a bleſſing to that human or- 
dinance; neither of which they can do for that, more 
than for their unſcriptural ceremonies in the worſhip 
of God. Or elſe let them acknowledge that it is 
no proper means for the advancing of holineſs: and 
that is a truth: and it is a truth that has been con- 
firmed in Scotland by national experience,. where, 
both in its former and latter reign, the higher it 
aroſe, the lower was true godlineſs' ſunk in the 
land“. The altar of Damaſcus may be far more 


— , 
L -4 * 
« : __ 
* 
u 


= 


pompous and rious than the brazen altar which 
was before the Lord; but being no divine ordinanee, 


it is no proper means to bring us to God. Abana 
and. Pharpar, rivers of Damaſcus, may be. broader, 
and pleaſanter to the eye, than Jordan; but Jordan 
has one thing theſe rivers want, a word of divine ap- 
pointment, without which we cannot think they will 
contribute to the cure of our leproſy of fin. Thęre- 
fore wonder no more at our concern for the temiple- 
 Fovernment. But it is not in heaven. I own Chriſt 


* The author plainly means Prelatical or Epiſcopal govern - 
ment, which had two eſtabliſhments in Scotland ſince the refor- 
mation, vi. firſt in the reigys of James VI. and Charles I. and 

Abe fecond in that of Charles II. 9 


— 


he 


* 8 * 
- 
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- - hate 


F This 
1 
1. That, there ill be a temple here while fl 


is one of the 
the heavenly 
with you ** * Chriſt, euen ute the en be 


Temple- ee not in ; Heaven, 
will be the King of his church for Yer, as well as 


not in heaven, and is not miſſed t | 

(l.) Becauſe the faifits will not be Dil of dif- 
orders there, Rev. Exi. g. He that ſat upon the throne, 
22 I make all things new. What might 
diſor rofane the place, cannot enter there, ver. 
uſt e Nalin un wiſe enter imo it any thing that 


defileth, neither whatfoeuer worketh abomination, . or _ 
maketh a lie. There can be no outbreakings of cor- | 


ruption there, where it is for ever rooted up ; nor no 
ing of it either, where they are no more in 2 
of trial, as Adam in paradiſe was, but in a ſtate 
of conſirmed 


ol will be of one 8 perfectly, and then they 


have a complete harmony. The children then 
will all be paſt their minority, and therefore wil, ner 


y | 
42.) Becauſe Col will be all in all. U 2 XV. 9 — | 
He will be infiead-of all perſons and all 3 | 
will never mis their kater, for the Lam which 1. is 
| in the midi of ble throne, ſball—lead them — Rer. 
vii. 17. And they will receive the word. of com- 
mand immediately from bimſelf; and the glorified 


company fhall walk under the immediate and ang 
command of the Captain of the Lord's hoſts, the 
out in che leaſt breaking of their canks. 


21 ſhall ſhut up this ſubject with a ſhort. practical 


world ſtands : for that there is no temple in heaven; 
cat differences betwixt-the earthly and 
erufalem, Matth. xxviii. af. Lo, Ns 


R ö DN wor 


her Prophet and Prieſt. But tem 8 „% 


No diviſions can be there; 
for then they will all ſee with that one light of glory: 
therefore there will be no difference of judgement, but 


* 8 i 1 52 i | | a ; 4 | 4 
K 2 e . — u ! Le 


YA 


. world. Eph, iv. 11: 12. 13. quoted above. The ad- 
 *verſanics of God and His work would fain have no 
temple here, not out of love to, but out of their ha- 
tred againſt Heaven. But they fhall as ſoon pull the 
_ "ſhining ſun out of the firmament, as they ſhall foot 
"out the goſpel, and overturn the foundations of the 
emple af golpel-ordinances. Perhaps enemies may 
de permitted to tread down and make the outer court 
a den of thieves, and to lay waſte the open courts of 
the Lord's houſe, ſo that for a time ye may have no 
ſermons and no communions, yea not pet leave to 
keep your family-worſhip. 80 they have done ere 
now. But blefied be our God, there are rooms in 
the temple into which their ungracious feet can ne- 
ver carfy them. They cannot block up your com- 
munion with God by his written word, though they 
ſhould rob you of your Bibles again, ſeeing ye have 
a copy of it where they cannot reach: And where is 
chat? Even. where they have. it not, in the heart, 
Heb. viii. 10. I will put my laws into their mind, and 
_ write them in their hearts. Again, they cannot block : 
up out @mmunion with God by prayer, as long as 
e live; for ye can be at that work when they cannot 
| 1 wh you, though hard by you. Let them carry ou 
| where they will, there is @ little ſanFuary which e | 
cannot hinder you to carry about with you;Ezek. xi. 16. 
_ © @. Holineſs is the great end of all temple-ordinan» 
ces. For why is there no-temple in heaven, but that 
the means ate laid aſide, the end being in perfection 
btained? 80 that when it is ſaĩd there is nd tem- 
ple there, it is ſaying in effect they are perfectly holy 
there: Would pe know if ye have got any good by - 
this ordinance, if it has had a bleſſed efficacy ypon 
Dou? Loc and ſee if it has a ſanctifying influence 
upon you. Though ye could ſay, ye have been filled 
with joy at this ordinance, raviſhed with delight for- 
| merly- unknown to you, ſo that your ſouls have been 
made to leap- within you; I would not give one of 
thoſe groans ä 20. for it all, un- 
CCCCcꝙ%)CCCC Ct > tut, leis 


Alem it have a fanRifying influence ou 


Feet is not of it, and which though living 
|  Eroud of a. wicked world, yet dwells * 
a ciety of God's hidden Obes: | 


= 


74 7 N not in Heaven, Nee. ys 
u, unleſs * 


tend to make you more holy towards 
juſt; righteous, merciful, and charitable towards 
your neighbour, unleſs it incline you to the obedience 
dt the commands of the firſt and ſecond tables of the 
law too. Nay, unleſs this be the effect; it is wortk 
nothing; nay, it is worſe than nothing, becauſe it is 
but deluſion. And delufion it is, if it tend not to 

ſanctification, the great end of all temple. | 
aud of the enjoyment of God in his temple. e. An i 
be never io much dejected, thinking yourſelves 
ifappointed, if this ordinance has had 4 
rl bleſs Cod and be thankful; ye have 
great elt and moſt valuable good of ity that is 

Er ten the mol lot confer: up oft; 


43 The People of God in n a 
4 'People dwelling alone: 


28 Suhl of res Sermoas Recessus 
rr 
e Nv MEERS xxiil. . 1 


2. the n and ſhall mot be e. 
r | 5g 


| Sermon L. preached on Saturday Avg: Ts.” 


ME deſign of the goſpel is to eall finners out of 
dhe world, to be a me 1 

10 ſeparate them from the wo ly in wickedneſs, 
into a diſtinct ſociety, which Ps. in _ —_— 
a 


Balaam, in the words I have * points out Iſrael | 
. "as that ſociety. He was ous to curſe Iſrael, and 


wanted 


— 


, and ore ; 


8 5 


. * 


The People of Gul i the World, Eee. * 


wanted not will to do it; but the God of Iſrael over- 
ruled him. Though the devil had-the government 
of his heart, for he loved the wages of unrighteouſneſs,. 
Pet. ii. 15. God takes the poyerament of his 
tongue for the time: and inſtead of curſing Iſrael, 
| which he fain would have done; he bleſſes them, 
which he was averſe to do, if he could have prevent» 
ed it. He declares them a fafe e, owns a de- 
fign to have them curſed, but that it was baffled ; he 
declares them a diſtinguiſhed people, diſtinguiſhed 
by the favour n en Lo, way ee 


alone, &e. 
in theſe world he points'out Iſrael to Balak, and 
of Sole works he poinroons Miyai to Balak, and 


due and and foal mt agg er 
1100. 
| polnzed one; not pointed | 


10% Here, then; is Ifrael- 
at as an object of ridicule, as is ſometimes the cafe ; 
but pointed out as an object elevated above the reſt of 
mankind, not upon the common level: Lo, a people: 
as if he had ſaid, « See, there is a people.” 'The ex- 
preſſion is, equivalent to theſe, Gen. xxii. 1. Behold, 
here I am ; or, as jt is in the „Bebold me. II. 
Ixv. 1. Behold me, behold me. Balaam and Balak 
were now upon a. height, and from that height Ba- 
laam has a view of Iſrael with his eyes, he ſees them 
from the top of the rocks: and being ated by the 
Spirit of prophecy, he points them out, and ſpeaks. 
of them to Balak, as if Balak had never ſeen nor heard 
of them before, but was now to be ſurpriſed with the 

fight of them: See, there is a people, a wonderful 
people; take an eatneſt view of them, for chere! is 
* not the like of them in the world.“ 

2. The ++ ns under which they are pointes 


Ke, is emo! 

(1) They ure a ſeparated people, ſeparated from 
all the reſt of the world, forming a body contradi- 
ſtinguiſhed to them al conſidered as one: Lo, a peo 
gle, 0 Hall dwell 2 as the Hebrew runs. 


liraeb 
4 


F Ns 
"©, Jhael in the t 


The People of God in the Warld, = 
and the church-in all ages as the - 


nantytipe, the church of believers, which the Spirit of 


| in Balaam doubtleſs had an eye to, was this 

1o remarkable a people. Dall alone, a- 
part by themſelves, as if they had a world of their 
own by themſelves, which wein SAS have nei- 


E their ſeparation : Heb. They. ſball not reckon themſelves 
- "among the nations. Others that know them not may 


-(2-) They are a p be e - 


miſteckon, and reekon them a part of the common 

body of the world, and the moſt worthleſs there 
of, as the droſs among the gold. 2 
reckon themſelves among the nat ions: they ſhall re 


member their character as a ſeparate people, — 
from the world unto God; and ſhall tab labour to 


themſelves a 83 to their character, and n not . 
lute the crow ſeparation. © 
hy - The * Werde — following doctrine, viz.  * - 


DoerT.' ti is the honour of the church and people of - 
| Sad, that. they are a people dwelling alone, as ſepara- 


them. © the — and not VOIR en among 


. This dwelling alone bath a twofold _ br 
1. To the wilderneſs, the world. In the wilderneſs 
Iſrael dwelt alone, ſeparate from all other people. 
Balaam ſaw it ſo determined of God, yet he had a 
wicked contrivance afterwards of getting — to mix 
with the Moabites in the matter of Peor. In this 
world God's people dwell alone, ſeparate from all 
others. Whether they dwell in city or country, While 
here they dwell alone. 

2. To Canaan, to "HW In Canaan Iſrael wt 
to dwell alone, the Canaanites bei ven out, and 
the land given to them only. In heaven God's peo- 
ple ſhall dwell alone im the ſtricteſt ſenſe. There will 
Ee no chaff amongſt the corn there, no n — | 


| ſhewn in the 
and Lazarus, Luke xvi. 26. 


po: © Give the import of this character in the generaE 
A, Der in what reſpeRs they 
T 


i a [ am to give the import of this charadter in the 


D * 

5 are a rde, a regular formed body un- 

Tas Thvſe who are not the people of God, 
are not a people at all in ſcripture-reckoning, Deut. 
xxXii. 21. I will move them to gealouſy, ſays the Lord 
of Iſrael, with thoſe which are not a people. The wic 
ked are "but a rude, unwiſe, diforderly rabble, that 
have no conduct; in baſer caſe than the ants,” who 
have ſo much conduct and prudence in managing 
their affaizs, that they are — by the wiſe Solo- 
mon to be à people, Prov. xxx. 25. They are as A- 


dam left them, broken away: from God, and broken 


among themſelves, &uing in malice and envys-hateful, 
and hating one anather,. Tit. iii. 3. But God's peo- 
ple are united to Chriſt, and through him to God, by 
faith, and to one another by love. 
2. They are a people ſepar ned from the world ly > 
ing in wickedneſs. Hence the church hath its -« 
as a ſociety called out of the world. They are fepa- 
rated by. effectual calling, which is the call of the 
golpel made effectual by the Spiiit, 2 Cor. vi. 17. 
G 3 Came 


— 


2 


eration 2 Hence 
there is ſuch a vaſt „ere between the diſpoſition 


with them, Pſal. xii. 7. Thou alt keep them, 0 


Per ever. 


| made to wander about, having no certain dwelling+ 
place allowed der by de Wen af che worldt yer... 
they have had a dwelfing,/ where they could reſt and 


fit at eaſe in the midſt of trouble, and which the 


telt of mankind, unto God; 36 4 Mind of firſts 


S be kings and 
unte God, as royal and prietly family 
NN 


are a diſtinct kind of 


from the reſt 


birth, which with It a new nature, 2 Cor. v. 
17. any man be in Cbriſt, le i a new creature. 


There is as great a difference between them and 


others, 25 between earthy men and heavenly men, 
generation we are earthy 


men, but by 


of ſaints and ſinners. 

4. They ſhall never incorporate with the world 
wpain. In all time to come, it ſhall be true of them, 
they ſhall dwelt alone. They were by nature of the 
world, but they are brought away from their father's 
houſe, and from among the people that were theirs + 
224 they. are in ſeparated, 28 "never to. me in 


Lord, than Hal preſerve them from this generation 
Apoſtates were never true behevers, 
Nn v9. n Were never 


5. 


generations, Pfal. xc. 1. Sometimes they have been 


world could not turn them out of. It is a large and 


: TEA dvelling,, within the boundaries of che 


| A 


© They are fo by regeneration, the ne 


tte world. The Lord is their dwelling place in oft 


de ue 


ET” "1 ig Boda 
| —— reaching. from cvertſting wo 


6. They ſtand in no need of ſupply from nor com- 
munication with the world lying in wickedneſs, ha- 
ving ſufficient 
faid Moſes in his laſt words, Deut. xaxiit. 28. Ifrad 
ſhall dwell in 


of corn and wine, alſo bis heavens ſhall 
drop down dew. All the nations of the world ftand 
in need of one another, the one to ſupply what the 
wants: but the church and 


means the deter, of chebr ecommerce wich the 
nos inknown prog edict 
they live in the midſt of the 
live unknown as a- 

They go vailed to all that are not of their own 2 
For great it the myſtery of gedlineſe, not to be known 
but by rĩienoe. neareſt neighbours, the 
formaliſts, that have the form of 

the power thereof, do not know them: 
. were brought in among them, * 
| vere COME 28 into a new. world. 


SD 
aa had he 


reſpeft the Lord's 
They dwell alone im reſpect of 


II. 1 3 to. ſhew in- 
dwell alene. 


people, baving many about thera peculiar to 
themſelves. They dwell alone in reſpect of, 
1. Their ſtate. They are a people in a ſtate of fa- 
vour with God, confederated with Heaven ; while 
all the reſt of the world are declared his enemies, 
ehildren of wrath, There is new ns condemnation to them 
which are in Chrift Jeſus, Rom. viii. 1. They have 
the 
in this reſpect. On the world's fide is nothing but 
blackneſs, darkneſs, and tempeſt, à cloud of wrath 


eontinually hanging over it; for the law, fin, and 


/ 


within themſelves. Hence | 
afety abne : the fountain of Jack l 


people dwelling alone. 


their peculiarities. They are a fngelar kind of 
things 


fanny fide of the hill of all the reſt of the world 


Aa 

—— 

I 

people of God'are © 


3 
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30 The People of God in the World, 
death; reign-[thars.) On their gde ia pardon, peace - 
and .reconciliation with God: they are in 
the Beloved, inhabited by the Holy Spirit, 
within the bond of the covenant, where one drop-of 
. revenging wrath cannot fall; for grace teigus there 
through Jets Chriſt our Lord. 0 
2. Their kind of life. Their, lite 30 a Rep above 
| the life of the reſt of the world, above the natural and 
rational life. It is a ſpiritual and heavenly life, which 

they have by Chriſt living in them, Gal. ii. 20. He 
18 the. ſout of their ſouls, and union with him keeps 

them in life. 80 it is a 04 hid to all the 

world beſides, Col. iii. 3. and 1 live it by faith, 
Gal. ji. 20. as che men of the W 
breathing. 

3. Their manners, their way and manner of life 

they lead. They that dwell alone have readily cu- 
| Roms peculiar to themſelves ; and ſo have God's peo- 
ple. Their manner of life is nonconformity to 
the world; true holineſs, conſiſting of clean hands, 
and a pure heart, Plal. xxiv. 3. 4. maintained by 
daily uſe making of Jeſus Chriſt for ſanctiſicationʒ 
waſhing off their daily defilements by faith in his 
bloads. z rifing from their falls by renewing-their re- 
pentance, and ſetting the watch again, which at any. 

"_ they have let down. 
4. Their communion. and fellowſhip, which is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Ghri x 1 John 
i. 3. There is a communication opened between 
heaven. and them; whereas between heaven and the 
reſt of the world there is none; John ix. 31. God 
beareth nat finners : but if any man be a worſbipper 
of. Cad, and deth his will, him he heareth.. So there 

Aa Is ſecret trade with heaven managed by them, for 
export and import, according to their exigence, by 
hidden path and paſſage, which the eyes of the 


A 
vultures of the world never ſpied out, namely, 
through Chriſt Jeſus, the way, - truth, and-the life. 

| 5: Their ſorrows. They have ſorrows peculiar ta 
themſelves, 


* » N . 
a 4 : 
. / 


Gebe for the diſhonour: done 0 Ces n 


ſelves and others, for the hiding of God's face, for 
the inward ſtirrings and inbeing of fin, for the miſſ- 


- 
& 


J 
_ * - 
BY 


= 1 
- 
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_ 
* 
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Co 


ing of Chriſt and the influences of his Spirit in duk 


ties public and private; while the reſt of the world 
know none, as long as health, Wenn en 98 


continue. 5 
6. Laſtly, Their joys, 
" doth not intermeddle with hit 2 ri ghteous man 1261 


_ Joy. They have liftings 
as little of as their downcaſtings z Pſal. iv. 7. Thou 


haſt put gladneſs in my heart, ſays David, more than in 
the time that their corn and their wine increaſed. ' 


have meat to eat, which the world knows not what ; 
3 A word ſet home on their ſouls by the 


irit, a glimpſe of the Lord's countenance, a feeling 
1 —_ a clearing of the eye of faith to ſee the 
y given them of God, will fill them with 

de and full of glory. 1 K | 


things free] 
Joy unipea 


I "ſhall conclude with a mort word of improve | 


ment. 
Usx I. Of a per Hence we may infer, 
1. That ttue religion is ſomething that does not 


le: 
it does not conſiſt in a 
though it will diſcover itlelf, 2 putting the man to 
— all. But that which diſtinguiſhes a child of 
God from the world, is the e of the heart, 


dme life of faith, caſting the foul into a mould of non- 


conformity to the world. 


2. That real religion is a retina 3 the world a 
in heart; affection, and manner of Mie: ; to conſecrate 


one's ſelf to the Lord. Your life is hid with Chrift in 
Cad, ſays Paul, Col. iii. 3. And whoſoever is thus 
diſpoſed, to have their eyes cloſed to the world's va- 
nity, and opened to the excelling glory of Chriſt, 
wearying of the way of the ſinful world, and long- 
ing to wrought i — a total nonconformity to the 


up, n 


open to the view of the world, and therefore that 
parcel of external duties, 


\ - 


8 The People of God in the World, 
men thereof, and 
account them the people — API ITE; 
the will for the deed. 
3 - The world muſt be little worth, their portion 
naught, their way and manner of life lothſome, that 
God will have his people to dwell alone, rather than 
with them. They muſt be al 


00e 1 1. e eve eee 
1. To join this people dwelling — * 


rate from the world lying in wickednels.. "For moe | 


tives, conſider. 

(t.) Le are naturally of the world, the | 
from which ye are called to be ed. Trarl 
your facher's houſe, and the people af it are your 

ple, which you are entreated to leave. 

(2) The. Lord is preffing you 10 ſeparate from 
them, and join yourſelves to the ſociety of his hidden 
ones, 2 Cor. vi. 17. Come out from among them, 
and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord. This call will not. 
laſt always. 
your hearts. 

(3-} The goful world bas ruin abiding it- The 
world itſelf will be burnt up, 
world will periſh for ever, Come out from among 

them therefore, as you would not run the riſk of 
periſhing with 3 n6-lafh 1 


4 


(4) Lafth, God is with the coding alone; - 


and they will be with him for ever and ever. As 


you. ae defire to die the death of 2 ws. [ul 


2. Ye that are chinking of * af a Lord's 
table, remember that it is a meal appointed for God's 
hidden ones: and therefore, before ye adventure, ex- 

yourſelves whether ye are willing to part with 
the world, and give up with their ways, 


ſeparation from them; God will 


ſociety, à de- 
we ty one, from whom all God's people are ſepara- | 


al... ui. aw FO TY” 


Hearken then to it, and burden not. 


— Ad 


to abandon - 
_ worldly. 


11 FO a ts. AM. vi. 
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* 2 People dwelling alone. 833 
. worldly luſts, and put the knife to the throat of each 
of them; to take your part with God's people in all 
Conditions. For in vain will ye attempt to feconelle 
_ Chriſt and Belial, the temple of God and idols. If 
ye do, ye will not taſte of the hidden manna. Come 
out therefore from the world Iying in wickedneſs, by 
accepting Jeſus Chriſt as your Saviour and King, 
fo come to this holy ordinance, and ye ſhall be enter-. 
rained hy . = 8, Which is the 
appointed food of the people that alone, and do 

mot reckon themſelves among the nations. 


0 
' 


TE children of Iſrael were now travelling through + 

1 the wilderneſs towards the land of Canaan ; and 
when Balaam uttered his prophecies contained in 
this and the following chaptet, they were encamped 
in the plains of Moab, on the fide of Jordan by Jeri- 
cho. Balak chan king of Moab, being fore afraid of 
them, on account of their having overthrown the Amo- 
rites in different encounters, took a fooliſh conceit 
that there was a poſſibility of getting the people of 
God conquered by means of a cufſe and impre- 
cation pronounced againſt them by Balaam, then a 
famous ſorcerer. Full of this imaginaty conceit, 
and quite overlooking the ſtriking inſtances of the 
er and majeſty of the God of Iſrael which had 
been ſo EE exhibited before the eyes of him 
and his people; he ſends for this wicked prophet, 
who, from the account given of him in this hiſtory, 

was, out of regard to the wages of unrighteouſel; 
very willing. to try all his diabolical incantations to 
curſe the people of Iſrael, though he well knew, that, 

being under the conduct and protection of the Moſt 
High God, they were proof againſt all his inchant- 
ments. In the context we have his firſt attempt to 
curſe the Iſrael of God; but the Lord in his ado- 
2 _ Table 


Pa, 


1 84 T. nnr of God © in the World, | 
| rable providence, whoſe "counſels ſhall. Kad, and | 
whoſe purpoſes cannot be defeated,” turns the intend- 
ed qurſc into a bleſſing, and makes the wicked pro- 
mouth utter ſeveral i important truths concern- 
the people of the Lord, and the kingdom ' of 
Je us Chriſt, Which Thall triumph over all the King: 1 
doms of the earth. f 
5 is one truth afferted i in Balaam's firſt addfefs, 
im rtance, and which requires our cu- 
I . viz. the words 1 Have read, 1 75 
- people fball dwell alone, and ſball not be reckoned a- 
mong the nations. As if he had faid, “ See, Balak, 
ç here is a very ſingular and diſtinguiſhed people, 
% the like of which you never faw : here is a peo- 
de ple which ſhall dwell alone, quite diſtinct and 
« ſeparate from the reſt of the world. They are ſo 
« peculiar a ſet of people, that they ſhall not only 
xe" not be reckoned, but ſhall not reckon themfelves 1 
2 8 among the nations, but behave as à people of a { 
different ſtamp and character. And there- . 
| 
| 


as 


uite 
7 it is impoſſible for me by all my arts and in- 
x chantments to do them any hail * The literal 
Iſrael was typical of the true Iſrael of God, who are 
here principally meant. They dwell alone, feparate 
from the world, and do not rank themſelves among 
that ſociety. Lo, the people ſhall dwell alone, Sc. 
| After a arge explanation of theſe words, in a 
former J obſerved this doctrine from 4253 
Vix. 
Docr. I is the PIR of the church and people of 
g ' Cod, that they are a people dwelling alone; as 1550 a=, 
| rate from the world, and net reckoning themſetves a- 
meoeng them. 

In the illuſtration of this point, I endeavoured to 
ſhew in ſeveral particulars the import of this charac- 
ter of the people of God in general, and then in 
what reſpects theſe peop le dwell alone; 3 you I made 

= tort: * of the A 


An diſcourſing further from the doctrine at this 
time, I ſhall very briefly do the following things. 


L ghet how it comes to 


- 
© 


paſs that the ' peo- 
ple are a people dwelling alonee. | 
II. How they do not reckon themſelves among the 


III. In what reſpects it is their honour, that — 4 


are a people dwelling alone, ſeparate from the worl 
and not reckoning themſelves among them. 
IV. A ſhort word of improvement. 


I. I am to ſhew how it comes to paſs, that the 
Lord's people are a people dwelling alone. 8 
1. It is God's appointment. From eternity he de- 
c.reed to ſeparate them from the common maſs of man- 
kind, by the power of his grace in time; and ap- 
pointed” them a ſtate, life, way, Ge. peculiar to 
themſelves. He ſtamped a certain ſet of ſorrows and 
joys for them, with the ſeal of covenant - love, and 
ſet them apart for theſe ; whereby it comes to 
that their very ſorrows are better than the world's 
joys, Eph. i: 3. 44 When God divided the earth to 
| the nations, he had an eye to Iſrael's dwelling alone 
in Canaan, Deut. xxxii. 8. And when he gave this 
earth for a portion to the reſt of mankind, he gave 
himſelf for a portion to his people, in whom they 
- | might dwell alone: for the Lord's portion is his peo- 
pe, and Jacob is the let of his inheritance. 
2. It is Chriſt's purchaſe. When they behold 
themſelves dwelling alone, they may ſing, The lines | 
are fallen unto us in pleaſant places; yea, we have a 
 goodly heritage, Pal. xvi. G.; but at the ſame time 
they muſt own they hold their pleaſant dwelling of | 
free grace, owing it entirely to Chriſt's merit, 1 Pet. 
i. 18. 19. Te were nat redeemed with corruptible things, 
bloed of 


as ſilver. and gold, —but with the precious - 
brit. Had Hot that 1 been paid down, they 
— | — N % ; ; EY 8 : | 8 hag. p 


F therefore chuſes with heart and 


2 3 n. People of cn the t 


had never been delivered from the preſent evil world, 
but had periſhed in and with. in Gal. i. 4. 
2 "Hob their own choice; by grace, thou gh not by 
nature Every child of God bas his heart's fill of be 
evil world, ere he leaves it. He is fick of it to the 
| Heart, Bek of the way of the world, and the ſociety 
of it. He is ſaying in his heart, © that I had in the: 
wilderneſt a wes, Ig = of wayfaring men, that { 
might leave my people! He finds the world to be Gl. | 
ed with lions dens and mountains of leopards; and 
to come 
away from it with Jeſus Chriſt, and dwell with thoſe 


5 that dwell alone. 


4. Laſtly, Their neighbours have not heart to j join 
them. They are intoxicated with the vanities of 2 
deluding world, they are chained down with worldly. 
luſts, ſo that they will rather he and periſh with the 
Nr lying in wickedneſs, than eſcape for their life. 
fay there is a lion in the way; they cannot en- 
Fs ns pent up, as they imagine, with the people 
dwelling alone; but like rather to roam up and down 
with the multitude; though meadnwhile. their con- b 
ſcience bears witneſs, that it is the honour of the peo - 
| ple of God that they dwell alone, * — 
confeſſes 1 in the _ | ; 


II. Our next head is to ſhew, how 8 
God do not reckon themſelves among the men of the 
world. I take up this in three things. | q 
1. They reckon themſelves called out from among 

them, ſeparated, dedicated, and devoted to God who 
called them. They can on good grounds ſay, as 
2 Tim. i. 9. Who hath ſaved us, and called us with an 
holy calling, not according to our works, but accord- 
ing to bit own purpoſe and grace which was given us- 
in Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began. And they will. 
highly prize that calling, and wonder that God ſhould: 
have been at pains with them, to warn them of, and 
let them ſee the hazard- of abiding among the men 2 


+4 | = 


-the ROY while they | behold 8 fabric of the 
finful world rea 9 down about the ears of thoſe 
that ſtay behind hear adden as they ſometime 


were. * 
2. They will reckon themſelves obliged to abide 
out from among them, and not to conform to them, 
but to drive a courſe quite contrary.to the courſe of 
the world, faying with Joſtiua, chap. xxiv. 15. Fit 

* ſeem evil unte you to ſerve the Lord, chuſe you this day .' 

whom you will ſerve— : bat as for me and my houſe, 

uv will ſerve the Loxgd- Their · conſciences will feel 

«the preſſure of the authority and love of God in Chriſt, 

binding this upon them. Hence ſays the apoſtle ob 

ter, 1 epiſt. 1.15. 16. At he which hath called you 
holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner of — gy ; ben 
cauſe it it written, Be ye holy, for I am holy. And 
ſays the apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor. v. 14. The love Banne 
conftraineth ur. | 
3. They wilt reckon it their happineſs never to 
have their lot among them, in time or in eternity. 

Hence David ſays, Pal xxvi.' 9. Gather not my ſoul 

with ſinners, nor my life with bloody men. Balaam 

would have been content to have been- out from 
among the men of the world in death, when he laid, | 

Numb. xxiii. 10. Let me die the death of the ri 

Feous, and let my laſt end be like his, though in "Ea 

he died with the * But the believer is neither 

for the one nor the other. Their life is loathſome, as . 

well. as their death 1s * to a child of God. | 


III. Our nent buſineſs is to dern what teſpecto 
it is the honour of the people of God, that they ars 
a people dwelling alone, ſeparate from the world, and 
not reckoning theinſelves among the men thereof. 

It is their honour, in that, 
I. It ſpeaks them Heaven's favourites. r 
from the world lying in wickedneſs, diſcovers their 
eternal election of God, as the ſtream leads to the 
fountain. It thews that Gol has choſen them agus 
2 2E 


— 
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the world, as one who ſees the wax bearing the im- 
preſſion of the ' ſeal, knows the ſeal has been on it. 
It ſpeaks them to be of another make and mould 
through grace, than the men of the world are. 
2. It makes them lovely i in the eyes of beholders, 
zs it is ſaid of the apoſtles, Acts v. 13. '7he people 
magnified them. I mean they are lovely not in the 
eyes of the corruptions, but of the conſciences of even 
wicked men. Hence the apoſtle Paul ſays, that be 
and his fellow-apoltles, by manifeRation of the truth, 
commended themſelues to every man's conſcience in the _ 
Sight of Cad, 2 Cor. iv. 2. For mens corruptions may 
run down a perſon for that very thing, which their 
| 'conſciences will be approving as lovely. | 
3. Laſtly, It puts an we 5 ade upon them, NE 4 
es them with a ſort of maje before the world. 
The remains of the i image of in man, in point 
of dominion, have an awe and majeſty. with it that af- 5 
fects the brutes. Hence ſaid the Lord to Noah, The > 
fear of you, and the dread of you, ball be upon every ' 
beaſt of the earth, and upen every few! of the air, up-. 
on all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the ff + 
Fiſbes of the ſea, Gen. ix. 2. How much more muft 
the reſtored image of God, ſhining forth in a Chri- 
ſtian's life, have a majeſty. with ity e e A 
reverence from an ä 13 


— 


I ſhall conclude all with a very brief 3 

Communicants, and whoſoever among you. mind 
for heaven, or pretend to be God's people, ſhew your- 
ſelves his people by your dwelling alone, as ſeparate 
from the world,” not reckoning yourlelves among the | 
men of it. And, ö 

1. Follow not the courſe of the world, nor con- EF 
form yourſelves thereto, Rom. xii. 2. They that 
make the courſe of this world the guide of their con- 
ſcience; and think ir ſufficient for them to do ſo and 
ſo,. becauſe the multitude do ſo; and many make no 
| bones of it; ſhew 3 to * men —_ con; 
cience 


| = gon of man be aſbamed, when he cometh in the glory of 


' - reproach of his * whom you have profeſſed to 


n 


e's Pap cite abhne.- he 1 
ie ere ter & 
in wickedneſs. . - 
2. Retkon yourſelves jut ſo far bound of fobſe, 8 
88 Head bind you or leave 
— are God's his word muſt 


rule, I muſt repulate life — 
all the world > rey 


uld fay Yea, and the word ſay NG, 
ye 1 refuſe — Bec for the word will con- 
_demn thoſe with the world, who upon we world's 
authority will rrample-upon it. 

3. Deſpiſe the world's reproach of Gngularity- An 
God's people are fingled out from among the world: 
and none but fingular folk wilkfee heaven; for the way 
of the multitade is the way of deſtruction, Matth. vii. 
13. 14. and God's people are in the world as à pro- 
dwelling alone, as the world's wonder, Zech. iin, 
men — to ſee them ſtieking at ſuch things 
oy are generally made no bones of, 2 Pet. iv. 4. Re- 
member the words of Chriſt, Mark viii. uhd. Whoſo- 
; ever ſball be aſbamed of me, and of my words, in this 
adulterous and ſinful generation, of him alſo ſpall the 


his Father, with the holy angels. 

4. Remember your 4 ignity, and pollute not the 
crown of your ſeparation. Imitate the practice of 
Nehemiah, who, when deſired to flee, or to retire 
into the temple for ſafety againſt the defigns of his 
enemies, nobly ſaid, Should fuch a man as I flee? 
and who is there that being as I am, would go into the 
temple to fave his life ? I uill not go in, Neh. vi. 11. 
If you are ſeparated from the world, it will be your 
reproach to mix with it again. Your backflidings 
and turning off into the way of the world, will turn 
more than re to the diſhonour of God; and to the 


oin. 
5. Maintain the hidden life of religion, reckoning 
they have no religion indeed, who have no more than 
What the world ſees or can fee, 1 Pet. i ni. 3. 4. Whoſe © 
3 | adornimy, 77 


— 


| whom you will place your delight. They are the 
only honourable ones, however the world who know 


The People foams the world, 


£5 it not be that outward adarning, of plait- - 
ing the hair, and of wearing of g or of putting on 
of apparel: r man & the heart, 


in that which not corruptible, even. the arnament of 
a meek 


— 


reat pri yourſelves in ſecret where 
| 3 — with the ſame caution as before the world; 
| Gnce you have to do with a God to whom the light 


and darkneſs are alike, Keep the heart with all di- 
* - ligence. And purſue the ſecret trade with heaven, 


ſeeking communion with God in ordinances and pro- 


the ſap of the promiſes, as experimental Chriſtians. 
80 will be the people dwelling alone. 


quie ſpirit, which js in the ſight of God of 5 


no exe 


— 


vidences. Live by faith in the Son of God, and fuck - 


6. with the people that dwell alone, with 


che truly godly; remembering the advice of the wiſe 
Solomon, Prov. xiii. 20. He that woalketh with wiſe 
men, ſball be wiſe : bet a. companion of foals ball be 


 defireyed. The godly are the beſt company in the 
world; let them be unto you the excellent ones, in 


them — may diſeſteem them. Prefer their com · 


— thereby. 
J. Laſtly, Think it not ſtrange if God deals not 


pany and converſation to all others, and you will reap 


with you as with the men of the world; if ye weep | 


when they laugh, and mourn when they rejoice. It 


ry ++. Ap have been new ev 


morning. Our 


Followers may lay their account with it, 1 Pet. iv. 12. 
13. Beleved, think it not range concerning the fiery 


is enough if = deals with you as with his own, whoſe 
Lord Chriſt had an afflicted lot in the world, and his 


trial, which is to try you, as though ſome ftrange thing 


haptened unta you : but rezoice, in as much as ye are 


> be revealed, Je may be glad 40. with expeeding 


case, that the men of the world are 8 . 


X _ partakers of Chriſt” 's ſufferings ; that when his glory WP 


SF © 


* 


_ ye chuſe to live with thoſe with whom ye _— not 


 Tifes of the day with a very ſhort word from the text 


„ „ 2 ane. YL | 
dom Cod, Eph. ii. 12. and walking contrary to him: 
therefore be ye ſeparated from the world, and walk 


not in their ways. 
. God's people ole will dani) alone. i in 63 * 
n the world. Why ſho 


chuſe to die? Leave them now and their way, if ye 
would not be gathered with them in another world.” 
In ſhort, be ye the people that ſhall dwell alone, and 
ne e A ATA 8&8" 


— 


* 


* A Converſation deset g the Galph re- 


nee. 


A * preathed at Galaſhicls, WU 
2 after the 8 
Lord's Supper. 98 


PII rIANs l. 27. 


Only tt; your converſation be as it — the goſbel + 


of Chriſt 


8 you have been long toonther, and night is 
faſt approaching, I ſhall cloſe the public exer- 


now read. 
The apoſtle here ſpeaks. to thoſe who, being called 
into the fellowſhip of the goſpel, were fellow · citizens - 
with the faints, under Chriſt their head, as the word © 
rendered converſation imports. What be has to fay 
to them, is comprized brieily in this one thing, That 
their manner of lite be agreeable to and becoming the 
goſpel, by which they were called into that 3 
ſhip, by which their privileges are ftated and ſecured, 
which is che mean 0 r their enjoymente 


from 


_ 


— 


= 


g A Gofpeb-tonivelſation retemmended. 
ftom heaven for the preſent, and the ſure foundation 
\_, of All their: hopes for the future: Y © Fn 
But why does he ſay only? have thoſe who have 
Believed'no mere ado now that having their conver- . - 
on 2 it becometh the goſpel? This word only hs 
à double import. | 


. People's having the goſpel among them will ds 
chem no good, if their converſation be not becoming 
* the goſpel. The apoſtle aſſures them, ver. 25. that 
he weuld come again to them; but only, ſays hey let 


Te ofpel : as if he 
ha 


OY 
* 


converſat ion be as it becometh the g 
ſaid, „But what the better will ye be, if your 
« converſation be not becoming my goſpel ?” People 
— have good miniſters, and many good preachings, 
and they never be one whit the nearer heaven of 
chem all, if they do not write them out in their con- 
verſation. The reaſon is, where that is wanting, the 
faving faith of the is wanting : and conſequent. 
ty all they have by it is, that they go down to hell 
with light from heaven ſhining about them, which 
will make the darkneſs there the more terrible. - _ 
2. They who have believed have ſhut the gulf as 
to conflemnation, they are ſecured for-eternity now 
by their union with Chriſt. What remains is, that 
they expreſs their gratitude to their Lord and Saviour 
by a converſation becoming his goſpel. By faith they 
are brought within the city, which rhe gates of hell 
ſhall never prevail againſt: their buſineſs now is ro 
walk anſwerable to their privileges, depending ſolely 
on Chriſt for perfecting what concerns the. 


Let me appl 


y the exhortation to you, O Chriſtians, 


O communicants, Only let your converſation 


be as it 


becometh the 827% And, | HF 
1. Let it be a believing converſation; for the go- 
3 is the object of faith, and is na farther received 
than it is believed. Soit is a life of faith, that is be- 
coming the goſpel: Gal. ii. 20. The life which I now 
live in the fleſb, ſays the apoſtle, I live by the faith of 
- the Son of God. Paith is the ſalt that ye muſt have in 
A 2 Pourſelves; 


» 2 __ F _ 
4 * | 


eee Ws 


 - yourſelvesz whatever ye do muſt be ſeaſoned with it, 
elſe it will be unfavoury. It muſt be feaſoned with 
| the faith of the command, the knowing it to be your. 
duty; and with the faith of the — of aſſiſtance, 1 
and of the promiſe of acc through Chriſt: For — ; 
. whatſoever is not of faith is fin, Rom. xiv. 4. and, 
Without faith it is impoſſible to ep Cod, Heb. xi. 6. 
2. Let your converſation be a converſation tena- 
eious of the truths. of the goſpel: Stand ſaſt in one © 
Mirit, with one mind, ſtriving together for the faith 
of the. goſpel, Phil. i. 27. The goſpel is the believer's 
5 — charter, purchaſed by the Redeemer's blood; 
nd therefore is to be bought at any rate, and ſold at 
25 rate, becauſe the world can never afford the real 
worth of one truth of the goſpel. Hold faſt the ſoun- 
_ dation-truths, quit not the 8 wranks of it built on the 
foundation. Be zealouſly concerned for the whole of .. % 
it, for this good reaſon, becauſe i it is your life, Deut. - 
>. 4 47- and therefore ne in cheſe matters is 
inexcuſable. 
3. Let your converſation be a holy curtail 3 
for ſo it becomes the holy goſpel. The author of it 
is the holy God the procurer of it Chrift, the holy 
One of God; che revealer of it the Holy Spirit; the 
faith of it is your moſt holy faith; the great end and 
deſign of it 1s the bringing back ef an unholy world 
to holineſs. And it is the only mean of this; 10 that | 
if ye miſs to be holy by the goſpel, ye ſhall never be 
holy by any other mean; for no other mean has the 
, how of divide appointment for that end, no not the 
law as contradiſtinct from the goſpel, 2 Cor. iii. 7. - 
8. The apoſtle ei eee 
for this, Gal. iii. 2. Received” ye the Spirit by the 
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Where- 
fore we conclude, Holineſs becometh thine houſe, O 
Lord, for ever, Pſal. xciit. ult. Therefore as he who 
hath called. you is boly, ſo be ye holy in all manner of 
converſation, 1 Pet. i. 15. An unholy converſation þ. 
e that they who live an 


never 


and erects th | 
Mv. 10. Forget thine o people, and thy Jather ogy; 


* 3 ca 


- un - unrighteous, . unſober life, here 
It the power of the goſpel, which teaches 
| ly teaches the believing learners of it to de · 
ny inet and worldly 2 and to live ſoberly, 


rightoruſly and in this refent world, Tit. ii. 12. 
8 8 : 


4. Let your conv 
that of the world: Rom. xii. 2. Be not conformed to 


_ this world; for conformity to the way of the world is- 
unbecoming the gol] 


_ world lying in wickedneſs, ſeparates them from it, 


em into a quite different ſociety, Pſal. 


houſe. Bring. not. then the manners of the wicked 
world into the family of God. If ye are profeſſors of 


the fellowſhip of the goſpel, it is not enough for you.. 


that ſuch a thing. is a common 
titude make no ſeruple of itz, your conſcience id 
bound to conſider of what reputation it is among the 
ſerious godly, and to walk according to the apoltolic- 
rule, Phil. iv. 8. Whatſcever things are true, what- 


Lev II are honeft, whatſoever things are juſt, 


actice, that the mul - 


| 155 5 foever things are of good" report 
be any and if there be any praife, aer cle 
things. 


5. Let your converſation be a heavenly rend 


tion, Phil. iii. 20. Our converſation is in beaven;. 


_ tays the apoſtle. The goſpel is the voice ſounding. 
from heaven to us, calling us up thither. There · 


fore, as becomes the goſpel, labour always to keep 
up actual communion with God: be much in the 


rciſe of religious duties, prayer, meditation, cc. 


the frame of your ſpirits be habitually heavenly, 
always ſetting God before you, where-ever ye are; 
and whatever ye be about. Live above the world, 


both the ſmiles and the frowns of it: be not lifted 
up with the one, nor ſunk with the other. And et 


converſation be wit haut covetouſneſs. If you are 
imo 3 goſpel, your _=_ 


edle 


| 1 
. * Sed 
= . 4 


e ind th rs 


as dat 


pel, which calls men out of the 


bever things. re pure, whatſoever 31g 5 art - 
; if there” 


3 Gal. vi. 10. As we have opportunity 


- 
— 
. 
=_ 


| lefs burdens of the earth, cumberers of the ground, 


er Nom. if. 12. 
r 


of the world, when they can be no more uſeful in it, 


ſeientiouſſy Jian in the leaſt things as well as the great 


2 you the pueſs to bear for them. 


= . - l , A, = A - - : 
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= 
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are in the other world, not here. Tber 
the believer is one that cones out of the wilde 


rne | 

lite pillars of ſmoke, perfumed with myrrh and [rant 2 
8 e the merchant, Cant. iii. G. 
Let yout converſation be an uſeful, beneficent- 


unte all men, eſpecially unto bem HO 


4 dh good 


are all gone out of the way, they are together be- 
no not 
ey are uſe- 


one. If they were the 


of men, 


in the church. But if they are once brought into 
the fellowſhip of the goſpel, were as mean in the 
vers as five ares; dy bocoms _—_y 
of mankind, as Oneſimus was, of whom Paul 
that in time paſt he was unprofitable to his 
Philemon, but was now vrofitable both to Paul — 
Philemon, Philem..ver. 11. No man is born, either 


the firſt or ſecond time, for himſelf, but for God, and 


the good of others: and heaven-born-ſouls will weary 


and think that day loſt wherein they have done no 
good, Aſk yourſelves often, What uſe am I for in 
the word and reſt not till ye get an anſwer that 
will ſatisfy conſcience. An uſeleſs life is unbeco- 
ming the goſpel. Thereſore no man, be con- 


oſt, hating all injuſtice in dealings, as a flaming part 1 


of the badge of the devil's family. Lay out your- 
ſelves for good of the ſouls of others in a ſpecial 


manner. If it be in your power to do good to them 
otherwiſe, rejoice that it is in your power, and do 


it. In a ſpecial manner be uſcful and helpful to the 
poor and needy, remembering the Lord has given 


But 


A eee nes Mc} 41 


rn to ſay, It is heavy te 
a by the hand of — againſt me, I 
. uſeleſs in 4 W 2 by as & © 
ken pot, Pſal. xxxi. 12. Anfſ. God has ule even 
for broken pots in. his houſe. Thoog h ſuch can be 
Aittle uſeful for God and the good of others, in · the 
* of doing z yet they may be uſeful in the way of 
cring, and really are ſo by the exerciſe of faith and 
patience in their afflicting circumſtances, 1 Pet. i. 
6. 7. Where ye gre 


o 


atly rejoice, though now for a ſoa- 
fon (if need be) ye are in heavineſs, through mani - 
fold temptations : that the trial of your faith being 
much more precious than of. gold that þeriſbeth; thou 1% a 
it be tried with fire, might 5 be found unto praiſe, and. | 
Honour, and glory at the appearing of Jeſus . 2 
They may be uſeful for God, and "ry ge I» 
others, 2 Cor. i. 6. Whether ue be afflicted, the 
apoſtle, if is for your conſolation and ſalvation, hich 
is Mectual in the — of the ſame ſufferings, which on 
we alſo ſuffer. Of what diffuſive uſefulneſs has that 
very caſe been in the perſon of Job? Jam. v. 11. Te 
have heard of the patience of. Jeb. — 
7. Let your converſation be a humble, ſelf-denied ; 
converſation, 1 Pet. v. 5. Be clothed with humility : 
for” God refifketh the proud, and giveth grace to the 
bumble. Such a converſation is becoming the goſpel, 
which is the pov ſpel of the grace of God, and hangs 
the ſign of a Vankrupt or — that lives by and on > 
free grace allenarly, at 4 door of every one who by 
AMaith receives it. Wherefore whatever your attain- 
1 5 nents are beyond others, whatever good ye do, be 
humble and low in your own eyes, as one ſo much 
deeper in God's debt than thoſe who come mot your 
length. A vain, airy, boaſting profeſſor is the down-- 
right reverſe of the goſpel. 
8. Laſtly, Let your converſation be a converfation,” 
' ſevere on yourſelves, and charitable to others in the 
fellowſhip of the goſpel. Be nice obſervers of your 
own * and be daily in the exerciſe of repentance, 


fince 


- 2 ww 
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tinction between weaknefs and wickedneſs, 


— 


” * 
8 


there is no good 


* * 
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* 7 Gy el con verſat ion — 


ſnce in many things you. will offend at beſt; Baß 
where ye ſee any thing of God's image in othenl 8 
mixed with Satan's droſs, diſtinguiſh between ti * 
gold and the droſs; and honou e one, pt þ 


abhor the other. Ye may be ſevere on their an, 
and honour their perſons: for the goſpel makes a dif 


in it: but be charitable to, 10% 


beauty and blemiſhes; and the beſt in the family. 
abſolutely need the benefit of it. For motives con- 
ſider, & 
„1. It is a glorious zolpel, and ye will ſtain ir ban 
LL REAR converiation. Wires apoſtle Paul com» 
plains of this, Rom. ii. 24. Fhe name of God is blaſs, p 
.phemed among the Gentiles; through you. Wo 
to that man by whom this offence cometh. _ 
2. It is a nel J; and this is all that is re- 
quired of you for your ware of i it, chat YE" walk ſuit- 
ably to it. 
3- Lafth, It is a transforming Lhe; chang changiad 
men -into the ſame i image: and our converſation 


be not as becomes it, Je have e part 1 50. ny 
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Lately publiſved, price 6d. A Collection of Ten o- 
ther new Sermons ofMeBosTox's, preached mold vi] 


ly on Faſt-days, from, the. following texts. 


1. Eph. v. 16. Redeeming the üme, becanſe the days are evil 
2. Ezck. X. 37. Abd 1 will cauſe you to paſs under the rod. 
3. A 40- Save yourſelves from this untoward generation. 
4 Hoy 8. 9. For ſhe did not know that I gave ber corn, 
$5. DeutFxxxii. 20, And he ſaid, 1 will hide my face from — 
6. Ezek. xii. 23. Say unto them, The days are at band | 
7. er. xlv. 5. And ſeekeſt thou great things for thyſelf? — 
of. xi. 8. How ſhall 1 give thee up, Ephraim? 

3. Joh. ix. 14. And the men took of their victuals, and aſked not | 

9 at the mouth of the Lord. 
10. Acts xi. 23. And exhorted them all, that with purpoſe of heart 

they would cleave unto the Lord. * 


Fa 


* 


9 


* 
= 
- - Y - 
- . " 
» \- 4 _ * 
- . K - 
- 


is /old by 8 at bis Print % 
0 . en h, in Tag 0 


% 


> 


l . rae af th oel cake. 
mip, 2 vols. 6 : 
Effa on the communion of ſaints. 8 d. 
AE Chriftian Church, z vole. 


48:64. 
=P ———— Didtionary of the Bible, 2 vols. 14 
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s EL on the Chriſtian church. 6 d. 

. Catechiſm, for youth. 3 d. 4 

70 8801 r enge whole works, 4 vols. 1 
| 11. Jenks on 8 to the Riphncouſncs of, F 
rs = = 2 
11 a 12. e - 2.8, 
= 13. Two pieces PETE = viz. his Seite ls — 
| 4 the e or Enkisr, and meditations on the 


1 o CAE, bound 1 a new 2 
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printed. 3 8. 1 
14. Salmon's g ea grammar $$, 
15. The Spectator, nor, 8 vols 148. | 
16. Watts's H I 8. 6 d. F ELIA 
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KI 18. 1 192 dee -A. ob 


105. Boſton's Sued State. 26. 

"= 20. - on the Covenant of Grace. 18. 64: 

21. —x on the Covenant of Works. Ws - . - 
22. Dilleftations on patronages the beſt 

| the ſubject. 8 d. wr 


